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THE 

]R  E  F  JL  Y 

OF    A 

NEAR    OBSERVER, 


.1  BELIEVE  the  public  either  looks  for,  or  will 
eafily  pardon,  fome  notice  from  me,  of  more  than 
one  of  the  numerous  publications  which  have 
appeared  as  anfwers  to  the  Curfory  Remarks  upon 
the  State  of  Parties  during  the  prefent  Adminif- 
tration. 

Not,  as  I  prefume,  that  it  condemns  the  filence 
and  difregard  with  which  I  have  treated  the  folly 
and  violence  of  the  factions  which  have  aifailed 
me,  or  that  it  can  be  expefted  at  my  hands  to 
refute  the  abfurd  and  ridiculous  accufation  of  ca- 
lumny and  mifreprefentation,  which  it  has  been 
judged  expedient  by  all,  or  for  all,  of  thofe  writers 
to  prefer  againfi:  me;  but  becaufe  the  credit  and 
accuracy  of  my  obfervation  have  at  length  been 
openly  difputed,  almoll:  with  the  name  and  au- 
thentic chara£ler  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
w  ho  formerly  prefided  over  His  Majefty's  Cabi- 
net, and  becaufe  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche 
A  '2  quer. 


quer,  and  all   his  friends,  are    repeatedly  chal- 
len"-ed*  to  controvert  his  ftatements. 

Certainly  it  belongs  to  me,  (who  have  afferted, 
that  the  public  and  pofterity  have  a  right  to  truth, 
and  who  think  that  it  is  our  duty  to  give  it  them) 
to  contradifl:  and  refute  whatever  part  of  a  work, 
fo  ufliercd  and  accredited,  I  may  knozv,  or  have 
Urong  and  unconquerable  reafons  for  believing^ 
to  be  falfe.  I  fliall  not  flirink  from  this  un- 
pleafant  and  ungrateful  talk. 

That  the  Plain  Anfwer  is  Mr.  Pitt's  cafe; 
that  the  writer  has  his  brief,  his  caufe,  and  his 
commiflion,  it  requires  no  near  obfervation  to 
dilcover — it  breathes  his  fpirit  and  liis  character, 
and  predicts  his  very  words  and  opinions |. — It 
profefles  to  come  from  his  clofet,  and  its  profef- 
fions  are  accredited  by  "  the  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment i."  Certainly  it  is  Mr.  Pitt's  cafe,  or  it 
is  nothing,  and  as  certainly  it  is  the  authority, 
not  the  author,  that  elicits  any  notice  from  me. 

The  common  obje6t  of  both  the  P.  Anfvverer 
i*nd  th.'  Member  of  Parliament  is  to  reprefent 
the  Curfory  Remarks  as  full  of  mifreprefentations 

*  Plain  Anfwer,  pp.  24  and  27. 

■\  Vi  it  did  not  come  from  under  Mr.  Pitt's  eye,  at  leaft  t!ie 
prophetic  note,  in  p.  6g,  cannot  be  accounted  for  by  human 
means.     See  Debate  on  the  Army  Eftimates,  Dec.  10.  1803. 

i  "  As  that  author  (P.  A.)  is  known  to  write  from  the  hightft 
.Tuthority,  he  who  wiflies  to  get  at  truth  will  do  well  to  read 
that  whole  pag(\  ior  the  real Jituation  aiid/entimenn  (>f  Mr.  Pitt." 
P.  58,  note. 

and 


^ 


and  calumnies.  This  eternal  petition  of  the 
queftion  commences  with  the  title-page  of  the 
former.— Is  it  a  falfe  accufation  ?— What  then  is 
the  charaacr  of  the  Plain  Anfwerer  ? 

The  Member  of  Parliament  is  of  my  opinion. 
Notwithftanding  a  great  deal  of  abiife,  more  be- 
co.ning  (if  becoming  any  where)  a  petty  felTions 
and  a  little  lav/yer,  than  the  character  he  af- 
fixes to  his  book,  he  juftifies  me  againft  his 
own  charge  and  that  of  his  precurfor;  "  for," 
fay5  he,  "  before  the  public  were  in  poffeffion  of 
the  oppofmg  ftatements  of  this  celebrated  affair, 
I  remember  when  both  were  originally  made 
known  in  more  confined  circles,  that  many  mo- 
derate perfons,  the  friends  of  both  (parties,  I 
prefume)  lamented  the  obvious  difagreement  of 
their  afleraons*."  Where  then  is  the  malevolence 
of  my  ftatement  ?  How  have  "  I  thrown  the 
apple  of  difcordf?" 

This  is  certainly  a  fmgular  charge,  from  thofe 
too  who  brandiOi  the  torch  of  the  Furies— from 
thofe  who  voted  with  Mr.  Patten,  or  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  for  immediate  or  fufpended  impeachment, 
whofe  occupation  it  has  been  from  the  beginning, 
to  fnap  the  bond  of  friend (liip,  and  cancel  that 
of  honour  be  I  ween  tiie  prefent  and  the  late  Mi- 
nifters.  Had  it  not  been  for  thefe  accufers  them- 
felves,  my  flaming  apple  had  hung  ilill  green 
upon  its  branch. 

«  M.  P.  p.  66.  i  P.  A. 

Nothing 


Nothing  can  be  more  adverfe  and  contradic- 
tory than  the  general  teftimony  of  thefe  extra- 
ordinary vvitneffes.  Yet  in  fome  things  they  have 
a  miraculous  agreement.     The  P. A.  afferts,  that 
the  name  of  Addington  and  fuccefs  "  have  rare- 
ly been  coupled  ;"  the  Member  of  Parliament  is 
*'  bound  to  wonder  at  his  good  fortune  ;"  the  P.  A. 
certifies,  that  Mr.  Pitt  "  difapprovcd"  of  Mr, 
Canning's  conduct,  and  that  "  much  mutual  dif- 
fatisfa6tion"  prevailed  between  them.  The  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  cannot  admit  this  ftatement ; 
"  he  never  heard  of  it,"  8ic.  &c.    But  in  this  they 
confent   and    concur,    if  rival   ferviHty    can    be 
called  concurrence,  to  draw  the  fame  conclufion 
from   their   moft   oppofite  fiatemcnts ;  to  think 
Mr.  Pitt  either  has  not  broken  his  word,  or  has 
a  privilege  to  break  it,  like  that  citizen  of  Sparta, 
who,  being  taxed  with  falfehood  in  an  aflembly 
of  Greece,   replied,   that  he  was  a  freeman,  and 
had  aright  to  lie  wlienever  he  thought  proper;  or, 
like  the  Stoic,  who  maintains,  that  it  is  eafierto' 
prove  drunkennefs  a  virtue,  than  Cato  vicious. 
In  this  too  they  agree  mofl:  marvelloudy,  an  af- 
fefted  contempt  tor  their  opponents,  and  a  real 
one  for  the  opinion  ot  the  public,  and  for  truth. 
Hence  it  is  that,   without  blufliing,  thefe  philo- 
fophers  contradict  themfelves  and    each  other, 
that  they  libel  and  belie  while  they  complain  o{ 
calumny  and  mirrcprefentation,  and  audaciouily 

commit. 


commit,  without  a  malk,   tlie  crime  which  they 
pretend  to  deteft  in  another. 

The  P.  Anfwerer  fays*,  the  Curfory  Remarks 
"  are  of  curious  workmanfliip,  wrought  with 
fome  in^-enuity,  but  of  fo  thin  a  texture,  that  a 
diftant  Obferver  may  fee  without  difhculty  the 
fpots  and  deformities  they  are  intended  to  hide." 

Curious  veil!  andcuriousworkmanfhip!  which, 

conftruaed  with  ingenuity,  hide  nothing  even 
from  diftant  eyes  !— More  curious  calumnies  ! — 
more  wonderful  mifreprefentations !  which  have 
difturbed  the  temper  and  the  reputation  of  veteran 
Minifters ;  which,  anonymous  as  they  are,  and 
difapproved  (as  it  is  afferted)  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  are  ftill  fo  vivacious,  fo  tri- 
umphant,  that  they  require  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Pitt  himfelf  to  brufli  them  away!  By  what 
art,  what  fpell,  what  magic,  could  fuch  mean 
and  wicked  inftruments  have  required  a  hundred 
champions  in  fucceffion  to  combat  them,  till, 
•blelfed  with  perpetual  viaory,  they  call  forth 
the  great  giant  of  the  caftle,  on  his  laft  draw- 
bridge, to  avenge  his  defeated  knights,  and  fight 

bodily  for  life  ? 

That  charm,  that  talifman,  is  Truth  3  it  isunder 
her  invulnerable  banner  that  alone,  and  weak, 
and  oppofed  to  the  moll  fearful  odds,  I  ftill  dare 
the  combat ;  ftill  am  bold  in  the  caufe.     Difap^ 

*  P.  2. 

proved 
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pro'-ccd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  r  I 
hope  not ;  as  a  Near  Obferver,  I  think  not ;  but 
difapproved  is  nothing,  unlefs  I  am  difproved 
alfo.  iVIy  credentials  are  from  mv  enemies.  I 
have  profefTcd  a  defire  to  ferve,  not  to  flatter,  "-o- 
vernment  ;  I  have  pointed  to  its  v^caknefTes.  I 
fay,  I  Hand  alone.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer cannot  difclaim  me  with  more  earnefl:- 
iiefs  than,  upon  this  occafion,  I  muft  take  the 
liberty  to  difclaim  him- — 

"  This  entcrprize  no  man  partakrs  with  me." 
It  is  impolTible  to  prove  a  negative.  I  cannot 
eftablifli  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  or 
the  Firft  Lord  himfclf,  have  not  circulated  my 
book  ;  I  cannot  fhevv  that  the  Noble  Secretary  of 
State  has  not  fentthem  "under his  cover  toforeig^n 
courts,"  as  the  Member  of  Parliament  declares  he 
can  adduce  ocular  teftimony  that  he  has  done, 
I  moft  folemnly  and  facrcdly,  however,  proteft 
and  record  my  utter  dilbeliet  of  every  one  of 
thefe  allegations.  I  declare  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  exiflsin  the  u'hole,  or  in  any  branch  of  the 
adminiftration,  a  refolution  fufficient  to  have  done 
fo.  I  think  they  want  "  gall  to  make  oppreiTion 
bitter,"  and  that  Mr.PiTT  may  impeach  them  as 
often  as  he  dares  with  impunity.  Do  I  expe£t 
credit  for  this  alTeveration  from  the  P.  Anfwerer, 
and  the  Member  of  Parliament  ?  No.  For  I  do 
rot  defire  they  fliould  do  themfelvcs  the  wrong  to 
fufpeft  veracity  in  other  bofoms,  or  afcribe  a  vir- 
tue 
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tue  to  a  ftranger,  of  which  they  cannot  juftify  the 
Imputation  by  the  remotefl  analogy  of  their  fou]. 

It  is  to  the  public  I  appeal,  to  that  tribunal  I 
evoke  my  caufe.  With  what  probability,  what 
coherence  am  I  accufed  of  malice  towards  Mr. 
Pitt — I,  who  have  not  even  mentioned  the  in- 
flammatory and  factious  paper  (to  give  it  no  more 
formal  qualification]  which  he  tranfmitted  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  the  vindiftive 
moment  of  his  refignation  ?  With  what  femblance 
of  probability  (upon  what  ground,  what  motive, 
befides  the  pure  love  and  reverence  of  truth), 
fhould  I  falfely  difclaim  the  confidence  of  the 
Chief  Minifter  of  the  King,  which  is  imputed  to 
me,  and  that  too  in  the  niceft  and  moft  delicate 
conjan6tures  ?  Ought  I  to  be  afliamed  at  feeing 
my  pages  adopted  and  accredited  under  the  feal 
vjf  the  Foreign  Office,  and  recommended  to  the 
Courts  and  Minillers  of  Europe  by  His  Alajefty's 
moft  refponfible  reprefentatives?  My  tafk  would 
be  eafier,  if  Mr.  Pitt's  advocates  would  entertain 
a  little  more  refpcct  for  the  common  faculties  and 
underftanding  of  other  men.  My  credentials  (I 
repeat  it)  are  from  themfelves.  Their  own  con- 
tradictions, their  own  inadvertent  confeflions, 
their  own  palpable  frauds,  falllioods,  and  eva- 
fions,  their  own  intemperate  and  malicious  re- 
fentmenis. 

It  isfcarcely  poiTible  to  undertake,  or  even  to 
imagine,  a  talk  more  unpleafant  than  is  mine.  It 
is  my  misfortune  to  have,  in  matters  of  fa6t,  the 

mod 


10 

moft  unfcrupLilous,  and,  in  argument  and  affer- 

tion,the  boldeft  and  the  moft  uncandidjadverfary. 

Falfe  reafoning  may  be  expofed,   bat  falfe  fafts 

cannot    eafily   be    combatted,    without   feelings 

painful    to  gentlemen  •,    and  fomething  always 

feems  to  be  left  ambiguous,  feme  room  for  doubt 

and  hefitation  between   contradictory  alTertions. 

If,  however,  I  fliall  convi6t  him  of  wilful  malignity 

and  perverfion  upon  topics  before  the  public,  and 

in  particulars  capable  of  dire6t  and  perfeft  de- 

nionftration,  it  will  be  hardly  polTible  for  any 

man  to  give  him  entire  credence  upon  fubje6ls 

more  delicate  and  difficult  of  approach.    Iflfhall 

dete6t  him    plainly     mifreprefenting   the    moft 

known  and  authentic  proceedings  in  Parliament, 

his  w^ord  will  hardly  prevail  in  fecret  and  almoft 

inaccelTible  tranfa6tions  j  and  the  w-orld  will  not 

fail,  with  me,  to  proteft  the  extravagant  bills  he 

has  drawn  upon  credulity  at  fight. 

If  after  this,  or  before  it,  the  Plain  Anfwerer 
can  induce  the  public  of  this  enlightened  coun- 
try, (what  part  too  of  the  public  .?)  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Pitt,  "  did  not  feel  a  fufficient  defire  to 
refumc  the  reins  of  power  j"*  that  the  failure  of 
the  negotiation  for  that  obje6t,  produced  "  no 
difappointment,  or  mortification  ;"  that  he  *'  felt 
his  mind  relieved"-]-  by  the  mifcarriage  of  the  trea- 
ty ;  that  he  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  Mr. 
Patten's  motion  for  impeachment,  "out  of  ten- 
*  P.  A.  pp.  50,  SI.  +  P.  51. 

dernefs 
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dernefs  to  Minifters,"  and,  to  prevent  Mr.  Pat- 
ten !!  (heaven  blefs  him  !)  from  "  forcing  them 
from  His  Majefty's  Councils."*  If  he  can  con- 
vince the  public,  that  "  Mr.  Pitt  has  not  com- 
menced a  fyllematic  oppofition  ■"  that  he  could 
not  have  *'  controuled"  the  indignation  of  Mr. 
Canning,  at  Mr.  Addington's  prefumption 
and  incapacity  ;  that  Mr.  Addington  *' di6tated 
terms"  to  him,  &c.&:c.  why  then  it  will  be  certainly 
in  vain  for  me  to  contell  fuch  points  as  thefe, 
that  "  he  made  a  diftintl  offer  to  retain  his  fitua- 
tion,  to  the  end  of  the  war,"t  that  he  limited  his 
promife  of  fupport  to  the  new  Minifters  to 
*'  three  conditions,"  with  twentv  other  portions 
equally  falfe  and  incredible,  of  which,  (as  a  Near 
Obferver)  I  confider  it  as  incumbent  upon  me  to 
declare  my  total  ignorance,  and  moft  unequivo- 
cal difbelief. 

I  have  faid  "  the  public  and  pofterity  have  a 
right  to  the  truth,"  but  the  P.  A.  who  would 
have  denied  the  rotundity  of  the  earth,  or  the 
motion  of  the  moon,  if  I  had  any  where  afferted 
them,  thinks  "  the  people  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  friends,  for  quitting 
their  pofts,  without  explaining  the  caufes  of  their 
refignation."J  This  opinion  is  the  more  extra- 
ordinary, as  the  very  firft  paragraph  of  his  book 
favs,  "  the  public  has  much  concern  and  inte- 
reft  in  the  real  chara6tcr  of  thofe,  who  are  at 

•P.  A.  p.  53.       +  P,  17       tP.  :• 

prefent^ 
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prefent,  or  arc,  at  any  time,  likely  to  be  Minif- 
ters." — How  likely  Mr.  Pitt  may  be  to  return 
to  his  official  fituation,  I  have  had  no  means  very 
lately  of  obferving;  but,  unlefs  he  very  much 
changes  his  courfe,  I  fear  the  fpcculative  grati- 
tude cannot  be  long  kept  alive  upon  the  hopes 
or  v^'ifhes  of  his  Plain  Anfwerer.  But  it  is  not 
becaufe  a  man  may  be,  or  be  likely  to  be  a  Mi- 
niftcr,  that  I  can  attach  exckifively  all  public 
concern  and  intereft,  in  his  charatter  ;  is  it  no- 
thing that  he  has  been  a  Minifter  ?  that  his  name 
is  infcribed  in  the  front  page  of  the  moft  intcreft- 
ing  and  the  moft  unhappy  period  of  our  hiftory  ? 
Is  hiftorv  nothin£r?  is  truth  nothino:  ?  are  the  caufe 
and  motive  of  events  nothinsr?  and  (liall  we 
jeave  nothing  but  a  barren  chronological  rubric 
of  occurrences  unexplained,  unaccounted  for, 
and  unaccountable,  behind  us  ? 

In  February,  1801,  Mr.  Pitt  rcfigned  !! — Will 
pofterity  be  content  W'ith  this  information,  and 
ouirht  we  to  be  fo  ?  I  am  fure  not.  We  have, 
therefore,  a  right  to  complain,  that  the  caufes  of 
his  refignation  have  not  been  explained.  But 
we  have  a  heavier  caufe  to  complain,  that  it  has 
been  attempted  to  pervert  the  truth  of  fa6ts, 
and  overturn  the  foundations  of  hiftory,  in  order 
to  palliate  the  difgrace  of  this  unexplained  re- 
fignation, at  the  moft  terrible  moment,  and  the 
moft  memorable  crifis,  which  our  nation  has  ever 
fuftained. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  mod  ungratefully  accufed  of  ex- 
ajro-eration  by  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
rapid   Iketch  i  have   drawn  of  this  melancholy 
epocha.    And  yet,  as  far  as  regards  the  ftate  of 
the  Continent,  the  P.  A.  admits  in  terms,  "  that 
he  has  nothing  to  objeft  to  the  correanefs  of  my 
ftatement."*     Now  if  that  fratement  be  corre6t, 
the  impure  dominion    of    Bonaparte   was   eila- 
bhihed  in  Spain,  Italy,  Piedmont,  SwiiTerland,  in 
the   fertile   provinces   along   the    banks    of   the 
Rhine,  to  its  difcharge  in   the  German    Ocean. 
Holland  was  conquered  and  governed  like  a  pro- 
vince, Belgium  incorporated,  the  three  great  pow- 
ers of  the  North  were  confederates  with  France  in 
a  monftrous  league,  of  which  it  was  the  object  to 
cut  off  the  fources  of  our  naval  greatnefs  and  fe- 
curitv.     The  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  fubdued  and 
broken,   and    had  almoft    difappeared    out    of 
Europe,  at  the  treaty  of  Luneviile.     Pruffia,  pro- 
fligate  and   helplefs,  was  perhaps  an  unwilling 
fatelliteof  France;  the  Empire,  writhing  under 
the  tortures  of  diflocation  and  difmemberment; 
Portuo-al  and  the  Turk  our  weaknefs,   not  our 
ftrent'th  ;   and  the  victorious  Conful   of  France, 
irritated   by  the  infolent  tone  of  Lord    G Ren- 
ville's repuife,  and  the  dictation  of  thofe  weak 
and  variable  minds,  which  had  crouched  to  Barras 
and  Reubcll,  v.as  preparing  to  invade  us  with  re- 
vengeful arms,  efcorted  by  thefquadrons  of  Spain, 
Holland,  and  the  Baltic! 

*  P.  A.  p.   ic. 

Thus 


Thus  far,  I  conceive,  the  Fiain  Anfvverer  and 
all  the  holt  of  Mr.  Pitt's  advocates,  (Mr.  Can- 
ning excepted)  to  admit;  that  Right  Honorable 
Gentleman,  indeed,  thinks  *  that  "  our  ftate  was 
the  reverfe  of  calamitous  \  no  fuccelTion  was  ever 
fo  deftreabley  no  fituation  fo  tempting,  as  that  of 
the  new  Miniftcrs,"  which  mofi:  extraordinary, 
and  for  ever  memorable  opinion,  (lands  eternally 
recorded  againfl  his  name,  in  the  Parliamentary 
Hiftory  of  his  country  ! 

Tantum  infelicem  nimiura  dilexit  Amicum! 

It  is,  therefore,  in  the  domeflic  (latement  that 
I  have  been  guilty  of  exaggeration. f    My  mifre- 

*  P.  Reg.  November  23,  1S02. 

+  I  have  cenainly  been  guilty  of  an  inadvertency,  which, 
with  the  ufual  candour  of  the  P.  A.  is  exaggerated  into  a  defign, 
in  one  expreflion,  by  which  the  King's  illnefs  might  be  under, 
flood  as  having  taken  place  previous  to  the  refignacions.  It  is  in 
the  recollection  of  the  country,  that  thofe  events  followed  fo 
clofe,  and  aie  fo  interwoven  with  each  other,  that  the  refigna- 
tions  could  not  be  completed  until  His  Maji fly's  mofl  providen- 
tial recovery.  But,  I  confefs  my  furprile,  that  Mr.  Pitt's 
friends  ft\ould  be  fo  anxious  to  correft  an  error,  which  alters  no- 
thing in  the  defaenble  fituation  of  the  new  Minifters,  and  which, 
certainly,  if  it  had  arifen  in  defign,  muft  have  arifen  in  a  kind 
and  merciful  one  towards  him  in  particular.  I  proteft  I  cannot 
undcrftand  the  motive  of  vindicating,  with  fo  much  care,  the  fe- 
niority  of  the  refignations  and  the  Catholic  di^cuflion  in  the  clo- 
fet,  to  the  lamented  m^ilady  of  the  King  ;  I  cannot  divine,  in  what 
arifes  this  nice  anxiety,  to  filiate  event  and  caufe,  in  circum- 
ftances  fo  difailrous  and  unhappy.  It  is  certainly  fit,  however, 
that  I  fliould  corredi  my  miftake.  It  is  the  Ible  one,  to  which 
any  confequcnce  could  be  attached,  that  I  am  confcious  of  hav- 
ing fallen  into. 
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prefentatioiis  and  calumnies,  are  confined  lo 
home ! 

It  appears  I  have  given  confiderable  offence  in 
fuppofmg  that  the  war  had  grown  unpopular,  and 
that  doubts  began  to  be  entertained  of  the  capa- 
city of  the  late  Ivlinifters  for  condu6i-ing  it. 
"  What  o^round,"  I  am  alked,  "  is  there  for  favino- 
that  the  war  had  grown  unpopular  and  hopclefs, 
what  for  aflerting,  that  the  fimple  difappointment 
received  at  Ferrol,  caufed  more  difcontcnt  and 
defpondency  than,  at  earlier  periods  of  tlie  war, 
had  arifen  from  all  our  miftakesand  misfortunes 
in  St.  Domingo,  Corfica,  Quiberon,  and  North 
Holland  ?"  and  I  am  referred  to  the  filence  of  the 
Journals  of  Parliament,  for  the  refutation  of  my 
pofition. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  very  next  pa- 
ragraph of  the  P.A.  admits  "  the  very  flight  pro- 
bability of  obtaining  the  ultimate  obje61  of  the 
war,  and  the  encreafed  rifk  of  attempting  it,"* 
and  not  lefs  fo,  that  Sir  James  Pulteney  was 
obliged  to  juftifyhis  condu61:,  and  accounted,  in  his 
place  in  the  Hoafe  of  Commons,  for  this  difap- 
po'uUment  at  Ferrol,  although  I  cannot  find  any- 
parliamentary  trace  of  a  compte  rendu  by  Lord 
Melville,  or  Mr.  Windham,  of  their  extra- 
ordinary fucceiles  at  Quiberon  and  Schagen- 
brugh. 

Thus  far  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  have 

*    P.   12. 

been 


16 

been  unluckily  appealed  to  by  the  late  Miniflers  ; 
I  confefs,  however,  although  they  are  in  rny  fa- 
vour, it  is  not  always  there,  and  never  exclufive- 
h,  that  during  the  late  adminiftration  any  candid 
man  would  look  for  the  hiftory  of  public  opinion. 

Mr.  Pitt,  however,  could  have  told  his  aina- 
nuenfis,  that  whether  it  were  at  Ferrol,  or  in  the 
BaltiCjOr  at  El-Arifch,that  his  popuhirity  began  to 
droop,  at  the  period  when  he  thought  proper  to 
cfpoufe  the  Catholic  Queilion  fo  devoutly,  and 
when  it  became  fo  iir^cnt^  as  to  compel  him  to 
agitate,  with  fo  much  perfeverance,  the  Royal 
confcience  upon  that  molt  unfortunate  topic. 
Petitions,  particularly  in  the  Northern  Counties, 
v^'ere  aftually  preparing  againft  the  prolongation 
of  hollilities,  and  that  the  tables  of  the  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  to  which  I  am  now  fo  indecently 
referred,  to  find  the  negative  popularity  of  the 
war,  werre  about  to  be  buried  under  the  expref- 
fion  of  popular  difcontent  and  dillruft.  Was  I 
very  mahcious  in  fuppreJTmg  this  circumftance  iti 
the  charatter  of  the  period   of  his  refignation  ? 

We  are  told,  however,  that  the  public  waslefs 
weary  of  the  war,  at  the  time  1  am  fpeaking  of, 
than  it  had  been  in  17^5,  179(3,  and  1797.*  This 
would  be  extraordinary  indeed  if  it  could  be  af- 
certained,  becaufe,  during  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  years,  we  had  warlike,  and  often  victorious 
allies  upon  the  continent,  and   becaufe,  we  cer- 
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tainly  did  not  then  enjoy  near  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debt  or  taxes,  which  have  iince,  no 
doubt,  contributed  to  render  the  war  fo  much 
lefs  intolerable,  and  burthenfome. 

I  come  now  to  three  points  of  very  confidera- 
ble  importance,  upon  which  it  had,  perhaps,  been 
more  difcreet  if  the  P.  Anfwerer  had  not  been 
advifed  to  challenge  me  fo  imperioufly.  Thefe 
are,  the  unfortunate  rupture  of  the  treaty  of  El- 
Arifch — the  inadequacy  of  the  Egyptian  Expedi- 
tion— and  the  treaty  of  adjournment  at  Copen- 
hagen, on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  1780.  I  conceive 
that  upon  all  thefe  topics,  not  only  did  the  public 
ftiew  fymptoms  of  diffatisfaflion  and  anxiety,  but 
that,  without  great  injury  and  danger  to  the  late 
Minifters,  it  cannot  be  contended  {in  the  lad 
inftance  in  particular)  that  there  was  no  caufe  for 
defpondency,  and  that  they  did  not  feel  it. 

As  to  the  fatal  orders  which  caufed  the  vio- 
lation of  the  convention  at  El-Arrfch,  the  maflTa- 
cre  of  the  Turkifli  troops  at  Heliopolis,  and  the 
whole  expence  and  lofs  of  our  brave  armies,  to 
whofe  valour,  under  Providence,  we  owe  exclu- 
lively  the  recovery  of  that  treaty  at  Cairo,  the  P.  A. 
very  flippantly  fays  it  is  "  a  mere  queftion  of  po- 
licy."* Does  he  then  really  believe,  that  all  this 
blood  will  fink  into  the  ground,  and  all  the  guilt 
of  Ihedding  it  tranfpire  and  evaporate  in  a  meta- 
phyfical  alembic?   A  queftion  of  policy.?    No, 

•  Pp.  13  and  14. 
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without  queftion  thofe  orders  were  of  the  very 
seminal  eiTcnce  and  fublimed  fpirit  of  impolicy, 
and  imprudence ;  as  the  defence  of  them  is  the 
very  caput  mortuum,  and  fediment  of  abfurdity 
and  falfchood. 

There  can  be  no  difpute,  but  that  thefe  un- 
fortunate in{tru£lions,  were  the  confcquencc  of 
the  ^nguine  view  which  the  late  Miniflers  had 
taken  ot  affairs  *  in  Egypt,  from  the  Intercepted 
Correfpondence  of  the  French  Army,  after  the 

evafion 

*  "  On  the  15th  December,  1799,"  <ays  the  advocate  of  the 
late  Minifters,  •'  the  Britilh  Government  having  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  propofals  would  be  made  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt 
by  i\.e  French  troops,  upon  condition  of  being  foffered  to  retuta 
uiiniolefted  to  France,  fent  inftrudions  to  Lord  Keith,  not  to 
confent  to  anyfuch  convention.  The  bad  faith  with  which  fuch 
engagements  had  been  kept  by  the  French  Government,  and  iit: 
daugcr  nxhich  'would  arife  at  that  particular  feriad,  from  the  retKvn 
to  Europe  of  fo  large  a  force,  appear  to  be  the  motives  which  go- 
verned the  conduct  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  in  giving  thofe 
orders.  As  foon  as  they  learnt  that,  before  the  receipt  of  tliofe 
orders.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  concluded  a  Convention  upon 
the  terms  of  the  return  of  the  French  troops  to  their  own  coun- 
try, although  without  any  ftipuI<»tvon  to  prevent  their  fcrving 
iiTiinediatelv  in  Europe,  ihe  Britilb  Government  fent  orders  to 
the  Admiral  not  to  obllrucl  th.e  exrcution  of  this  treaty." 

••  Before  thefe  fecond  orders  reached  Lord  Keith,  he  had, 
according  to  his  inftruilions,  notified  his  former  orders  to  the 
French  Geiicral,  the  confcquence  of  which  was  fbe  immediate 
icncvval  of  hoftiliiics.  What  then  is  meant  by  the  violation  of 
ihe  treaty  of  ElArifch  ?  The  whole  refponfibility  to  which  the 
late  Minifters  arc  fubjcflcd  by  this  tranfaftion,  depends  upon  the 
p.ltcy  of  giving  the  orders  of  the  i^th  of  December,  1799-     In 
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evafion  of  General  Bonaparte.  It  was  a  falfe 
view,  and  dearly  has  their  country  paid  for  their 
miftake.  Elated  to  intoxication  by  the  exag- 
gerated pi6tures  and  caricatures  of  thofe  military 
fatyrrfts,  they  indulged  the  moft  fanguine  and 
extravagant  vifions  of  glory,  and  dreamed  of 
extinsfuiihinfr,  in  the  unconditional  furrender  of 
Kleber  and  his  army,  the  memory  of  all  their 
defeats  and  difgraces  in  St.  Domingo,  Corfica, 
and  Holland  ! 

Will  they  deny  that  they  were  mified  by  the 
Correfpondence  ?  that  they  gave  entire  and  un« 
qualified  credit  to  it,  which  no  prudent  govern- 
ment would  have  done?  no  matter.  But  had 
they  no  remorfe,  no  fcruple,  nor  doubt,  whether 
it  were  quite  honeft  or  honorable  towards  the  al- 
lied court  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  mifera- 
ble  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  to  detain  by  force 
an  unwilling  invader  in  their  country  ?  to  fhut  up 
their  deftroyer  in  their  cities,  and  chain  them  to 
their  deftruaion  ?  Will  the  P.  A.  aflert,  that  no 
difcontent  or  diiratisfa6\ion  prevailed  upon  this 
account  r  Oh  !  "  but  Minifterswere  influenced  by 
the  dangers,  which  exilted  from  the  return  ot 

difcufling  this  queftion  we  muft  remember,  that  at  this  time 
the  chief  hope  of  the  war  refted  upon  the  evenrs  of  the  Conti- 
nental campaign,  which,  in  the  quarter  that  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  been  principally  afFecled  by  the  return  of  the 
French  troops,  was  terminated  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  by  a 
hard-fought  battle,  and  which,  at  one  period,  was  even  confi- 
dered  as  gained  by  our  allies." — P.  A.  pp.  13  and  14. 
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that   army  to  Europe."     Monftrous  abfurdityf 
what  danger  exifted,  but  to  Bonaparte  and  his 
green  ufurpation,  from  the  return  of  his  injured 
and  mutinous  troops  ?  Let  them  make  their  elec- 
tion.   If  they  did  not  believe  the  French  Corref- 
pondence,  they  have  no  excufe  for  their  order  • 
if  they  did  believe,  then  they  muft  have  known 
that  they  could  not  have  affifted  Auftria    and 
annoyed  the  Firft  Conful,  more  effeauall/ than 
by  fendmg  back  to  France  forty  thoufand  arm- 
ed witnelTesof  his  crimes  and  his  flight;  forty 
thoufand  veteran  troops,  complaining  of  thei'r 
wrongs,  with  Kle.er  at  their  head,  to  difpute 
his  raw  and  tottering  authority.  * 

Shall  we  admit  this  late-found  and  fiaitious  ex- 
cufe, that  they  were  afraid  leaft  the  return  of 
Kleber  and  his  army  fhould  have  turned  the 
nice  balance  of  the  war  in  Europe ;  and  that  they 
had  a  right  to  facrifice  our  allies,  the  Turks,  who 
had  made  peace,  in  order  to  fave  our  allies  the 
Auftrians,  who  remained  at  war  ?  What  hindered 
{Egypt  being  delivered  at  El-Arifch)  that  the  Bri- 

•  "  Fortunate  was  it  for  Bonaparte  that  the  hand  of  an 
affaflln  deprived  KuB  EH  of  his  life.  His  word  was  palTed  his 
refolution  fixed,  to  take  ample  vengeance,  nor  did  perfonal 
refentment  only  urge  him.  The  public  wrong  he  had  alfo 
p.edged  himfelf  to  redrefs,  neither  would  the  aggrandizement 
of  his  rival  have  humiliated  him  by  fervile  obfequic ufnefs  and 
derel.clionofhi.soath.  Theapology  which  Kleber  (notwith- 
ftandmg  his  private  fentiments  and  rcfolution)  framed  for  Bo- 
naparte,  might  have  coft  him  his  life—fo  odious  was  that  Ge- 
ncral  to  the  Army."    Sir  Robert  Wilfon,  p.  146. 
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tifli  arms  ihould  correft  this  inequality  upon  the 
Continent  of  Europe  ?  why  was  it  neceffary  to 
trim  the  balance  upon  the  confines  of  Africa  ? 
why  might  not  the  very  army  of  Abercrombie, 
with  the  fame  valour,  and  the  fame  good  pro- 
vidence, have  defended  Portugal,  or  garrifoned 
Genoa,  or  reaped  eternal  laurels  at  Marengo  ? 
The  P.  A.  admits  the  nice  and  critical  fortune  of 
that  celebrated  day,  which  has  laid  half  Europe 
proftrate  before  the  abhorred  dominion  of  Bo- 
naparte. Could  it  efcape  him  then,  that  not 
the  army  deftined  to  repair  our  error  in  Egypt, 
but  a  (ingle  regiment  of  Englifli,  muft  in  all  hu- 
man calculation,  have  fixed  the  fortune  of  that 
fiuduating  day  to  the  ftandards  of  the  Ger- 
mans, and  that  half  the  world  was  loft  by  his 
mere  quejiion  of  policy  P  Can  it  efcape  him,  that 
if  the  late  Minifters  had  permitted  Egypt  to  be 
delivered,  Europe  had  been  faved,  and  that  if 
Kleber  had  returned  to  France,  Bonaparte 
could  never  have  feen  Marengo  ? 

All  this,  however,  no  doubt  is  pure  malice  and 
mifreprefentation  !  be  it  fo — but  what  excufe 
will  they  make,  for  launching  this  rafh  and  vio- 
lent commiffion  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, without  one  faving  claufe  for  the  dif- 
cretion  of  our  commanders  on  the  fpot  ?  without 
one  provifo  for  the  cafe,  that  the  convention  (hould 
have  been  figned  before  the  arrival  of  the  order  ? 
The  refponfibility  of  the  late  Minifters,  therefore. 


is  not  confined  to  a  mere  queftion  of  policy,  for  if 
any  one  could  be  abfurd  enough  to  think,  that 
the  object  of  their  orders  were  politic,  they  would 
fti]]  remain  refponfible  for  having  fent  them  out  fo 
rafli,  fo  unweighcd  and  inconfiderate,  as  to  coun- 
teraft  their  own  intentions,  which  were  not  to 
difturb  the  convention,  if  it  had  actually  been 
concluded:  an  imprudence  the  more  extraordi- 
nary and  unpardonable,  as  they  confefs,  the 
order  proceeded  upon  their  knowledge  of  the 
intention  of  the  French  to  propofe  the  evacuation 
of  Egypt,  and  as  the  commoneft  calculation  of 
time  and  diftance,  would  have  taught  a  child 
that  this  propofal  muft  have  been  decided  upon 
long  before  the  pofiibility  of  receiving  advices 
back  again  from  England. 

Accordingly  when  General  Kleber  received 
information  of  this  order,  from  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  the  formalities  of  the  treaty  were  not  only 
completed,  but  the  French  General  was  aclually 
whh'm  Jive  hours  of  the  appointed  time  for  the 
evacuation  of  Cairo  !  The  Turks  I  have  faid  were 
mafTacrcd  at  Heliopolis :  for  it  was  a  bloody  and 
cowardly  maffacre,  and  not  a  battle. — "  Certain- 
ly," fays  Sir  R.  Wilson,*  "  they  had  fo  depend- 
ed upon  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  that  they 
had  advanced  without  artillery  and  ammunition !!" 
"  Does  not  this  run  like  iron  through  your  foul  ?" 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Vizier  demanded 
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and  obtained  the  difraiffion  of  Sir  Sidney  Smitii 
in  confequence  of  this  horrible  tranfa'£lion,  and 
of  the  mere  quefilon  of  policy  which  occafioned  it- 
The  man  who  had  faved  his  country,  and  half  the 
civilized  world,  at  Acre  and  E!-Arifch,  was  ex- 
pelled from  Egypt,  and  has  yet  to  expeSt  his  re- 
compence  from  a  grateful  country,  or  the  late* 
but  furer  gratitude  of  pofterity.  The  Minifters, 
who  have  the  endlefs  refponfibility  of  this  frantic 
order  upon  their  confcience,*  defire  to  govern 
again  the  greateft  empire  of  the  univerfe,  and 
claim  to  be  the  fole  men  capable  of  governing  it ! 
— Was  it  malicious  in  the  Curfory  Remarks  to 
have  kept  filence  upon  circumftanccs  like  thefe? 
I  fliall  now  anfvver  the  next  imprudent  quef- 
tion  of  the  Plain  Anfwerer,  and  endeavour  to 
fatisfy  him  upon  what  reafons  I  ventured  to  con- 
fider  the  expedition,  deftined  by  the  late  Admi- 
niiiration  to  repair  this  atrocious  folly,  as  utterly 

•  Was  it  from  the  Council-table  or  the  dinner- table,  whers 
the  favage  Germans  uffd  to  deliberate,  that  thefe  orders  were 
iflued  ? — What,  to  forget  one  claufe  to  fave  the  very  cafe  that 
was  in  contemplation  ?  to  fend  out  the  very  order  that  they  did 
not  mean?  namely,  to  dii^urb  the  Convention  if  it  had  taken 
place! — and  tlu^n,  «hen  thoufands  of  their  fellow- creatures  had 
been  immolated  by  this  furious  and  inebriated  inftruftion  ['which 
they  did  not  intend)  to  plead  as  a  merit,  that  they  fent  out  a  fub- 
fequent  order  to  agrtc  to  the  execution.  When  it  was  too  late, 
when  our  allies  had  been  maffacred,  trufting  and  unarmed,  and 
when  the  incenfed  enemy  would  liften  to  the  terms  no  longer  ! — 
Is  this  a  defence  or  a  defiance,  and  a  folemn  mockery  of  the  juf- 
rice  and  underftanding  of  mankind  ? 
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hopelefs  of  fuccefs  at  the  period  of  the  late  refig- 
nations. 

His  pert  and  flippant  argument  flia]!  anfwer 
itfelf.  He  ftates  with  an  air  of  triumph^  which 
moves  my  pity,  "  that  the  principal  battle  Was 
fought  upon  the  day  Mr.  Addington  came  into 
office,  and  that  the  official  news  of  it,  though 
opened  by  Lord  Hobart,  were  dire6led  to  Mr. 
DuNDAs,"  and  therefore,  fays  he,  it  was  Mr. 
Pitt's  victory! — Wonderful !  what,  becaufe  he 
refigned  feveral  months  before  this  victory  was 
known  in  England,  it  is  hii !  It  belongs  to  him 
becaufe  he  retired  from  office  feveral  months 
before  he  dreamed  of  it,  before  it  was  certain 
that  the  army  could  effe£l  a  difembarkation,  while 
it  was  a  problem  whether  it  would  arrive.  Can 
the  Plain  Anfwerer  deny  that,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
tendered  his  refignation,  the  expedition  was 
more  likely  to  return  than  to  efFeft  a  landing»in 
Egypt  ?* 

The  P.  A.  is  an  unhappy  and  often  a  dangerous 
apologift.  He  excufes  the  inadequacy,  the  to- 
tal incompetency  of  the  force  deftined  to  deliver 
Egypt,  which  will  dcfcend  to  pofterity  upon  the 
pure  and  facred  teftimony  of  the  brave  compa- 
nions of  the  expedition,  upon  a  plea  fo  perilous, 
that  the  late  Adminiftration  muft  owe  their  lives 

*  •'  The  fuccefs  of  the  difembarkation  was  one  of  thofe  fingu- 
lar  phaenomena,"  faysSir  R.  Wilson,  ♦'  in  which  mathematical 
improbabilities  ar«  furmounted.and  vidoryfnatched,  where  cold 
calculation  would  hi*ve  predided  defeat."     P.  16, 

and 
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and  honour  to  its  abfolute  falfity:  I  fay,  if  the 
truth  of  it  were  eflabliflied  in  a  court  of  juftice, 
it  would  fend  them  infallibly  to  the  fjpaffold. 

This  teftimpny,  the  P.  A.  denies  to  be  conclu- 
five,  upon  the  prodigious  confideration,  that "  it  is 
not  improbable  thatthe  Minifters  were  acquainted 
with  circumftances  totally  unknown  to  the  officers 
of  the  Army,  which  in  their  judgment  would 
fufficiently  countera£l  any  difparity  of  force  be- 
tween them  and  their  enemies."* 

Let  us  fee  what  this  difparity  was,  to  what 
amount  it  exifted,  and  whether  it  had  not  been 
an  a6t  of  the  fouleft  perfidy,  and  treafon,  to 
have  concealed  from  our  officers  any  circum- 
ftances which  could  have  countera£ted  it  ? 

The  Britifh  forces  (including  five  hundred 
Maltefe  who  were  not  difembarked)  amounted, 
by  the  return  made  to  General  Abercrombie 
upon  the  fpot,  to  twelve  thoufand  men.f. 

The  French  armv  were  forty  thoufand  ftrong ; 
befides  their  numerous  auxiliaries,  and  befides 
the  advantages  they  derived  from  poffeffing  the 
fortrelfes  of  the  country,  from  inurement  to  the 
climate,  knowledge  of  the  roads,  river,  lakes  and 

•  P.  A.  p.  15. 

+  Sir  R.  W.  App.  p.  270. 

At  this  time  the  army  of  the  Vizier  was  wcalt  in  number, 
without  difcipline,  and  infefied  with  the  plague.  Report  of 
General  Moore,  February  16,  1801. 
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inland  navigation,  abundance  of  provifions,  wa- 
ter*, dromedaries,  &c.  Sec. 

That  the  French  force  is  not  overrated  refults 
evidently  from  this,  that  after  their  multiplied 
and  bloody  defeats,  their  ranks  thinned  too  by 
flight,  defertion,  and  the  peRilence,  they  furren- 
dered,  in  two  garrifons  alone,  to  the  mimber  of 
twenty-five  thoufand  men — more  than  twice  the 
force  feat  out  by  the  late  Minifters  to  combat 
them,  t 

"  It  is  a  pofitive  faci,"  fays  Sir  R.  Wilson, 
"  that  Sir  R.  Abercrombie  expected  at  the 
utmoft:  calculation  to  find  only  ten  thoufand 
French,  and  five  thoufand  auxiliaries  in  Egypt, 
this  exceeding  the  number  ftated  in  the  official  in- 
formation fent  from  here,  and  upon  'which  the  expe- 
dition was  originally  formed  1 1  r  \ 

So  much  for  the  information  of  the  late  Minif- 
try — as  for  that  of  the  army,  they  had  not  fur- 
niflied  the  officers  with  "  one  correB  map  of  the 
country  they  were  to  conquer  i"  '•'  their  greateft 
misfortune  was  the  total  want  of  information  with 
regard  to  Egypt."  § 

*  Aboukir  Bay  was  the  only  port  where  the  difembarkation 
could  have  been  effided  upon  the  coaft  of  Egypt.  For  there 
only  could  the  fhipping  ever  remain  in  fafety,  and  the  daily 
communication  vviih  the  fleet  was  necelTary  to  the  army,  which 
depended  upon  it  daily  for  provifions ,  ftores,  and  at  firft  as  it 
was  fuppofed  for  water. — Sir  R.  Wilfon. 

t  At  Cairo    ...     -     -     13,-754. 5  Exclufivc  of  women 
At  Alexandria     -     -     -       1 1,213  >  and  children. 

Sir  Robert  ifVilfon, 
J  ?.  8.  §  Pp.  6  and  7. 
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It  mufl  be  obferved,  however,  that  it  was  fa- 
vourable information  which  the  P.  Anfvverer  al- 
ledges  that  the  late  Minifters  kept  back  from  our 
officers — information  fo  favourable  that,  in  their 
judgment,  it  could  countera6t  all  this  dreadful 
difparity  and  difadvantage,  at  which  the  mind 
flill  trembles,  the  terror  of  which  not  even  cer- 
tainty and  fuccefs  can  entirely  difperfe  or  fubdue. 
I  will  not  demand  of  him  to  make  known  what 
thefe  circumftances  were,  for  the  fake  of  his 
friends,  who  might  be  mipeached  for  concealing 
them  ;  but  I  fhould  be  glad  to  learn  of  this  egre- 
gious logician,  how  it  is  poffible  to  have  coun- 
terafted  the  difparity  by  leaving  the  inferior  party 
uninformed  of  the  circumftances  in  its  favour! 

The  unaifecled  ignorance  of  the  late  Minifters 
in  all  matters  refpe£l:ing  Egypt  is  too  well  efta- 
bliftied  to  make  a  ferious  defence  neceflary  for 
them  againft  this  friendly,  but  dangerous  accufa- 
tion ;  but  if  it  is  maintained  that  they  had  real 
information,  and  knew  the  fmalleft  particle  of 
the  truth,  with  what  decency  can  it  be  contended 
that  they  too  did  not  confider  the  Egyptian  expe- 
dition as  hopelefs  in  February  1801,  when  they 
tendered  their  refignation  ? — with  what  regard  to 
their  honour  can  they  deny  that  defpondency, 
from  which  nothing  but  their  utter  ignorance 
could  poftibly  have  defended  them  ? 

I  am  falfelv  accufed  of  attributing  the  merit 
of  our  victories  to  the  prefent  Minifters ;  I  have 
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referred  them  moft  humbly  and  moil  unfeign- 
edJy  to  the  infcrutable  order  and  good  Pro- 
vidence of  heaven  !  I  have  faid,  and  I  do  not  re- 
pent of  my  expreflion,  that,  "  according  to  all 
human  calculation  and  probability,  the  expedi- 
tion could  not  have  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs*."  The  prefent  Minifters,  however,  are  en- 
titled to  this  applaufe  at  lead,  that  they  knew 
how  to  ufe  this  fiiccefs  ;  that  they  repaired  the 
error  of  their  predeceffors,  by  recovering,  as  the 
price  of  vi6lory,  thai  treaty  of  El-Arisch 
which  had  fo  wantonly  been  cancelled,  and  at 
the  expence  of  fo  much  blood  !  They  might 
claim  too  the  merit  of  having  fent  out  powerful 
reinforcements  at  a  time  of  great  perplexity 
and  difficulty,  when  the  militia  had  been 
broken  up  and  fpent  by  their  predecelTors,  and 
when  there  remained  fcarcely  any  regular  forces 
in  the  kingdom  f. 

*  Sir  R.  Wilson  fays  that,  "  deftiny  fcems  to  have  taken 
in  this  expedition  the  fole  poflibic  way  to  fuccefs,  and  has  left 
the  impreflion  of  her  power  in  the  mind  of  evipry  man  employed 
in  it." 

+  In  the  beginning  of  July  1801,  General  Coote,  who  com- 
manded before  Alexandria,  had  only  3,200  men — fit  for  duty  in 
his  camp  to  carry  on  the  fiege! ! !  when  there  arrived  the  22d 
Dragoons,  a  battalion  of  the  Guards,  2d  battalion  of  the  20th 
regiment  of  Infantry,  the  24th,  25th,  26th  regiments,  the  an- 
tJent  Irifn  Kcncibles,  befidcs  drafts  for  feveral  regiments,  and 
about  1,800  Swif?,  and  other  ioreign  troops  in  Britilh  pay,  en- 
lifted  from  the  army  of  his  S.  H.  the  Prince  of  Conde,  which 
wasdjibandcd  after  the  treaty  of  Lane ville. 
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The  next  point  in  difpute  is  the  Convention 
of  Copenhagen  in  Auguft  1800,  which,  with  his 
ufual  happinefs,  the  P.  A.  complains  of  my  call- 
ing "  a  treaty  of  adjournment  at  the  expence  of 
fome  implied  and  virtual  admiffions,  which  in 
happier  times  could  never  have  been  extorted 
from  a  BritiOi  Cabinet."—"  If  there  was  any  ex- 
tortion in  this  treaty,"  fays  its  apologift,  "  it  con- 
fided in  our  obliging  our  adverfary  as  a  prelimi- 
nary [pendente  Hie)  to  give  up  the  objeft  in  difpute 
until  we  fhould  be  enabled,  with  greater  means 
in  our  hands  of  enforcing  our  demands,  to  treat 
with  him  for  the  final  acquiefcence  in  them."* 
Let  the  world  decide  between  him  and  me  ! 

It  is  neceffary  to  take  a  brief  retrofpeft  of  the 
treaty,  and  of  its  hiftory. 

In  the  month  of  December  1799,  the  Daniih 
frigate  the  Hafeneu,  Captain  Van  -  Dockum, 
refilled  the  right  of  vifit,  immemorially  claim- 
ed, and  I  truft  to  be  eternally  afferted  by  the 
royal  flag  of  Great  Britain .  I  mention  it  only  as 
the  firrt  aB  of  refiftance.  The  affair  was  compro- 
mifed  by  the  Daniih  government,  who  difavowed 
the  conduct  of  their  officer. 

Upon  the  25th  of  July  1800,  to  the  aftonilh- 
ment  of  all  Europe,  an  aaual  engagement  took 
place  in  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  between 
another  Daniih  frigate,  the  Freya,  Captain 
Crabbe,  and  no  lefs  than  four  Britilh  frigates,  a 
brig,  and  a  lugger,  which  had  infilled  upon  vifit- 
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Ing  her  convoy.  FiveEngliili  feamen  were  killed 
in  this  extraordinary  aaion,  which  terminated 
in  the  Dane  and  her  convoy  being  brought  into 
the  Downs. 

In  confequence  of  this  aa  of  violence  and  in- 
fult,  and  of  the  realTertion  of  the  right  to  cover 
contraband  with  convoy,  which  was  the  fole  mo- 
tive forthe  contefl,  Lord  VVhitworth  was  im- 
mediately difpatched  upon  a  fpecial  and  extraor- 
dniary  miflion  to  the  Court  of  Copenha-en      To 
fupport  his  Excellency's  remonftrances  every  de- 
monftration  of  impending  war  was  adopted   and 
on  the  mnth  of  the  next  month.  Admiral  Dick- 
soxv    failed  from  Yarmouth,  having  under  his 
command  a  fquadron  of  nine  fliips  of  the  line, 
with  bombs,  gun-veffels,  &c.  &c. 

Upon  the  29th  of  Auguft  a  convention  was 
concluded,  in  prefence  of  this  powerful  fleet 
in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  claim  of  Den- 
markJJiouldbe  dijcujjed  in  a  negociation  to  be  opened  in 
London,  to  zvhich  the  whole  quejtion  was  adjourned 
and  that  the  DaniJJifrigate  JJioidd  be  repaired  at  Portl 
mouth,  and  at  the  expence  of  Great  Britain  ! 

This  «  the  Plain  Anfvverer"  has  the  decency 
to  call  extorting  from  Denmark  ! 

In  all  this  convention,  and  in  the  catalogue 
of  Its  extortions,  there  is  to  be  found  no  repam- 
tion,  no  difavowal— what  do  I  talk  of  r— no  ex- 
cufe,  no  palliation,  no  apology  for  the  infult  fuf- 
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fered'by  the  Britifli  flag,  in  our  own  feas,  In  fight 
of  our  own  harbours  ! — no  fatisfaclion,  no  atone- 
ment for  that  brave  and  Britifh  blood  which  had 
fio^ved  in  defence  of  our  deareft  rights,  now  the 
fubje6t  of  negociation,  and  which  had  ftained, 
for  the  firft  time  unrevenged,  the  ocean,  blufliing 
deeper  for  our  fhame  ! 

How  had  we  tallen,  thro'  what  a  fpace  had 
our  ftar  dechned  (ince  the  preceding  December, 
when  the  mighty  court  of  Copenhagen  conde- 
fcended  to  difavQW  her  commander  r  * 

But  did  it  require  the  prefence  of  a  Britifli  fleet, 
a  Britilh  Admiral,  with  fo  many  gallant  ot?icers, 
and  their  crews,  to  witnefs  this  opprobrious 
treaty  with  the  potent  Emperor  of  the  Ifle  of 
Zealand  ? — to  behold  our  blood  and  our  honour 
forgotten  together — to  decorate  the  triumph  of 
Captain  Crabbe,  decked  out  in  ftars  and  rib- 
bands, for  the  very  a61:  which,  eight  months  be- 
fore, had  difgraced  Vandockum  !  Was  it  necef- 
fary  to  break  the  hearts  of  the  navy  of  England 
by  bringing  the  triumphant  Freya  into  Portf- 
mouth,  to  be  repaired  by  Britifli  fliipwrights  and 

*  In  diplomacy  a  difavoToalis,  I  think,  to  be  confidered  as  a 
kind  of  "  previous  qucflion,"  or  *'  order  of  the  day"  cpcn  the 
fubjed  ill  ilifpute  ;  the  Dane?,  therefore,  as  naturally  returned  to 
their  viothn,  as  Mr.  Patten  vvould  have  done  to  his!  This 
«•  order  of  the  day"  feems,  in  all  i:s  application  and  analogy, 
to  hQ.\\\z  fieri e  a  athappi meat  oi  Mr.  Pitt. 
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with  Britifh  money  ?— The  Freya  P—mafter  of 
heaven  and  earth!  was  this  an  aaion  for  the 
navy  of  Great  Britain  to  pay  cofts  in  I 

"  Yet,"  fays  the  P.  A.  "  v^^hen,  notwithjianding 
this  (namely,  this  extortion  upon  our  part)  Den- 
mark joined  other  powers  of  the  North,  the  late 
Minifters  prepared  an  expedition."  What  then? 
Why,  then,  «  the  viaory  at  Copenhagen  is 
Mr.  Pitt's"  !!  Can  it  be  ferioufly  expeaed  of 
me  to  reafon  with  an  adverfary  Jike  this  ? 

Notwithftanding  what,  Sir?  Had  we  not  agreed 
todehberate  upon  our  right?  had  we  not  encou- 
raged Denmark  to  purfue  her  pretenfions?  had 
we  not  crowned  her  infolence  with  fuccefs?  But 
if  fitting  out  an  expedition  be  equivalent  to  con- 
quering with  it,  why  does  not  Mr.  Pitt  add  the 
viaory  of  Ferrol  to  that  of  Copenhagen?  But  why 
would  the  viaory  be  Mr.  Pitt's  ?     ii  any  thing 
happens  difaftrous,  every  expedition  is  carefully 
affigned  to  other  owners.   Thus  Lord  Rosslyn's 
claims   to  Dunkirk,  Mr.  Windham's   to  Qui- 
beron.  Lord  MELviLLE*sto  Schagenbrugh,  arc 
firmly  eftablifhed;  their  title  is  undifputed,  their 
tenure   facred,  and  their  poffeffion  undifturbed 
by  the  concurrent  right  of  any  joint  tenant,  or 
tenant  in  common.     But  if  there  be  a  pretenfion 
to  fuccefs  (even  the  fuccefs  of  another  Adminif- 
tration  and  of  other  Councils)  it  is  all  the  exclu- 
five  property  and  fee  fimple  of  Mr.  Pitt  ! 

This  accefBon  of  Denmark,  however,  to  the 
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Northern  Powers,  o.  of  them  to  Denmark,  with 
the  embargo  laid  by  Paul  I.  upon  all  our  com- 
merce and  feamen  in  his  ports,  was  no  fmall 
part  of  the  profperous  and  defireable  fucceffion 
of  the  new  Minirters  ;  this  was  the  favourable 
opportunity  of  the  P.  A.  when  we  were  "  to 
have  in  our  hands  the  means  of  enforcing  the 
final  acquiefcence  of  Denmark  in  our  de- 
mands" ! 

A  few  words  more,  and  I  have  done.  Let 
the  late  Minifters  beware  of  their  dangerous 
counfel,  and  mod  critical  defence  !  Their  flat- 
terers are  their  worft  accufers :  they  ftrike  at 
their  head  with  a  golden  axe,  but  a  fatal  and  a 
Iharp  one !  What  folly  Is  it  to  talk  of  animofity 
in  me?  I  have  defended  them  againft  the  charge 
of  concealing  favourable  circumftances  from  our 
army  in  Egypt  already.  Let  them  bethink  them, 
how  they  might  anfwer  to  the  laws  for  thus  truck- 
ling to  fuch  an  enemy  as  Denmark,  if  the  ftate 
of  the  country  had  been  as  profperous  and  de- 
fireable, as  Mr.  Canning  thinksit! 

Dcteftables  flatteurs!  prefcnt  le  plus  funefte. 
Que  puiffe  faire  aux  grands  la  colcre  celefte. 

Certainly,  in  their  hands  at  leaft,  this  expe. 
dition  alfo  was  hopelefs,  for  what  was  the  re- 
fult  of  Admiral  Dickson's  expedition?  In  the 
firmed,  it  was  full  of  fear,  full  of  anxiety  and 
danger !  If  viftory  was  problematical,  the  fruits 
of  it  were  morefo.  It  did  not  follow  that  it  fliould 
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lead  to  peace.     The  death  of  Paul  the  Firft  was 
unforefeen;  it  furely  was  not  one  of  thofe  favour- 
able circumftances  which  the  lateMinifters  judged 
it    neceffary    to  conceal  from  our   officers,    for 
it  had  not  haj^pcned  when  they  retired.     He 
was  then  breathing  vengeance  for  his  troops,  the 
relics  of  North  Holland,  which  a  policy  (more 
mad  than   any   a61:  of  his)  had  refufed  to  ex- 
change  againft   our  French   prifoners,   and  for 
Malta,  of  which   we  had  fliev/n  and  withdrawn 
more  than  the  hope  to  his  burning  imagination*. 
It  aftoniflies  me  that  any  man,  pretending  to 
the  character  of  a  ftatefman,  fhould  think  that  I 
have  overcharged  the  pi61ure  of  our  pofition  at 
the  refignation.     I  am  told,  that  Jacobinifm  was 
extinft.   Is  it  extinfct  even  now  ?  But  if  it  was  fo, 
why  were  the  fedition  a61s  prolonged .?  Why  was 
the    fufpenfion    of  the    Habeas    Corpus    conti- 

*  Had  I  entertained  any  defign  of  expofing  the  condud  of  the 
l.ilc  MiniftcM,  beyond  what  was  neceflarily  implicated  with  the 
defuc  of  doing  juftice  to  the  caufe  I  had  undertaken,  it  is 
not  probable  that  I  fliould  have  omitted  this  topic  !  Sir  Charles 
Stuart  (an  ever  honoured  and  lamented  name)  had  aflualJy 
vcccivcd  orders  from  Lord  Melville  to  admit  a  Ruffian  gar- 
rifon  into  Malta;  which,  rather  than  obey,  that  great  officer 
(thengreatcft)  threw  up  his  command.  'J'he  patriot  and  the 
flatefman  prevailed  over  the  foldier's  ardor,  and  the  Empire  waa 
iaved  by  his  generous  felf-devotion.  It  is  with  fentiments  very- 
different  from  malcvolerxc  tow.-jrds  any  man,  that  I  refrefh  thefc 
laurels  on  his  tomb.~'i  hey  diflil  no  poifons,  and  will  flourifii 
for  ever  green  in  the  memory  cf  Britons :  while  Malta  is  ftill  the 
TOJiument  of  his  fame,  and  the  bulwark  of  this  country! 
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nued  ?  If  the  Revenue  overflowed,  why  was  the 
repeal  of  the  Income  Tax  bequeathed  to  other 
hands  ?  Are  not  all  thefe  a6ls  of  delinquency, 
if  the  flatterers  of  that  Miniflry  will  deny  the 
preflTure  of  the  time — if  they  take  away  the  plea 
of  hard  imperious  neceffity*  ? 

So  much  for  the  flate  of  the  country  in  Febru- 
ary 1801  ',  to  which  I  might  add  the  occupation 
of  Hanover  by  the  Pruffians,  of  Hamburgh  by  the 
Danes,  with  the  fliutting  up  of  the  Ems  and  We- 
fer.  I  might  add,  that  the  militia  had  been  cut 
up  and  ruined  both  in  its  conflitution  and  its  mem- 
bers; that  the  Admiralty,  after  denouncing  three 
millions  of  annual  peculation  in  the  dock-yards, 
thought  the  period  too  gloomy  and  dangerous  to 
undertake  the  reform  it  was  pledged  to;  that  it 
wanted  courage  to  employ  that  moft  gallant  and 
diftinguilhed  officer  Sir  John  Colpoys,  whofe 
moll  hard  and  meritorious  fervice  was  the  title  of 
his  excluiion.  But  if  the  P.  Anfwerer  will  ftill 
deny  the  caufes  of  defpondency  which  prevailed, 
and  which  nothing  but  utter  ignorance  couldhave 
defended  the  Minifters  from  feeling  in  common 
with  all  who  knew  them,  he  muft  be  left  to  his 

*  The  fcarcity  had  not  difappcared.  The  meafurcs  of  go- 
vernment had  been  ill-taken,  and  had  caufcd  difcontent  and  dif- 
truft.  We  owed  millions  upon  the  Continent  lor  corn,  which 
were  to  be  provided  for  by  the  weak  and  incapable  men  who  were 
to  refufc  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  the  boon  which  Mr. 
Pitt  dared  not, 

c  2  moPc 


moll  wilful  pervcrfity.  To  every  man  befides,  I 
appeal,  whether  the  fketch,  (o  rapidly  and  im- 
perfectly drawn  in  the  C.  R.  does  not  bear  the 
marks  of  mercy  towards  the  late  Adminiftration  ? 

I  do  therefore  think,  I  could  not  have  better 
cxprelTed  by  any  other  word  than  conjiernatiouy 
the  flate  of  the  public  fentiment,  when  to  all  this 
complicated  predicament  of  evil  and  defpondency 
was  fuperadded,  the  fudden  refignation  of  the 
King's  Minifters,  and  that  too  upon  a  pretext 
which  the  public  utterly  difcredited,  and  accom- 
panied with  circumftances  which  malevolence 
might  eafily  confound  with  a  breach  both  of  oath 
and  duty ;  I  mean  the  publication  of  the  private 
opinion  of  His  Majefty  in  Council,  and  the  in- 
flammatory tendency  of  the  paper  delivered  by 
the  Irifh  Government,  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  to  Dr.  Troy,  the  Catholic  Archbifliop  of 
Dublin. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  difcuffed  this  part 
of  the  fubjeft  at  length,  in  order  to  fliew  that  the 
Catholic  qucflion  was  a  mere  pretext, a  moftweak, 
dangerous,  and  wicked  pretext  to  difguife  the  true 
jnotivcof  the  refignation.  llhouldhave  fliewn  that 
no  promffe  was  made  to  the  Catholics  even  by 
Mr.  Pitt  himfelf ;  that  this  meafure  required  a 
difpcnfation,  which  no  earthly  power  could  con- 
fer, of  his  Majefty's  coronation  oath  ;  that  not 
more,  than  ihirty  individuals  in  the  kingdom  of 
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Ireland  could,  by  any  near  contingency,  derive 
advantage  from  il;  that  it  muft  have  been  follow- 
ed by  repealing  all  the  teft  adts  ;  that  it  militated 
againft  all  Mr.  Pitt's  public  engagements,  afts, 
and  chara6ler;  that  had  it  been  fincere,  it  was  not 
urgent;  had  It  been  urgent,  it  had  been  negle£t- 
ed,  and  finally  forgotten,  when  he  was  treating 
for  the  refumption  of  the  very  office  which  he 
had  refigned,  becaufe  "  his  honour  and  his  con- 
fcience"  would  not  permit  him  to  retain  it  with- 
out propofmg  this  very  meafure.  This  was  my 
intention,  but  I  forbear — every  fentiment  of  duty 
and  honour  prefcribes  to  forbear  from  the  agita- 
tion of  a  fubje6t,  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
moved,  and  which  will  always  be  followed  by 
more  than  one  kind  of  calamity;  I  fhall  only  repeat, 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  reconcile  the  pa- 
per in  queftion  to  the  third  article  of  the  oath  of 
a  Privy  Counfellor,  in  which  hefzvears  to  keep  the 
Kings  coimfel  fecret  ^ .  And  that,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  obferve,  the  paper  alluded  to  was  not 
diJinSlly  :m\^  tmreferved/y  cidmine.d  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  the  debate  of  the  !35th  of  Marc!),  ISOI.j- 

As  to  the  affertion  of  the  P.  A.  that  there  were 
"  circumftances  attending  the  Catholic  difcuffion 
in  the  clofet,  which,  if  they  had  arifen  upon  any 

*  Vide  Blackftone,  vol,  I.  title  Privy  Counfellor. 
+  Mr.  Pitt  feems  upon  the  Catholic  queftion  to  have  atteiuiod 
£0  the  celebrated  advice  of  one  of  the  Pope's  Legates, 

"  B'/^g»(i  inf.ninarfi  di  Teologia,  etfar  m  finda  di  Pclitka." 
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other  queftion,  would  have  produced  the  refigna- 
tions*'*,  it  feems  very  much  to  diminifli  the  im- 
portance of  the  meafure  itfelf,  and  to  render  very 
doubtful  the  neceflity  of  afligning  it  as  the  caufe 
of  the  retreat  of  the  Minifters  to  the  public,  and  to 
the  titular  Archbiihop  in  particular.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  evidently  defignate  the  oppofition  made  to 
Mr.  Pitt's  will  in  thehigheft  quarter,  which  was 
no  fecret  before  the  King  opened  the  Seffion  ;  and 
they  feem  to  be  alledged,  in  this  place,  to  apo- 
logize for  Mr.  Pitt's  intended  return  to  office 
without  bringing  forward  the  Catholic  queflion. 

Upon  the  next  topic,  I  fhall  now  merely 
remark,  that  if  "  Mr.  Pitt  really  made  a  dif- 
tinct  offer  to  remain  in  power  until  peace,  and 
until  the  moft  preffing  difficulties  of  the  country 
ffiould  be  removed;  provided  he  could  be  af- 
fured  that  no  attempt  fliould  be  made,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  prejudge  the  Catholic  queflion,  j*" 
it  feems  a  very  fuperfluous  precaution. — Could 
he  not  truft  his  ozvn  fecurity?  Remaining  in 
office,  who  could  prejudge  it  but  himj'elf? — 
Of  this  offer,  I  have  never  converfed  with 
any  perfon  who  had  the  flighteft  fufpicion.  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fa61:  is  utterly  un- 
known to  thofe  who  muft  have  been  acquainted 
with  it.  The  internal  evidence  is  ftrongly  againft 
it;  and  I  cannot  confider  it  as  true,  as  it  would 
throw  the  whole  weight  of  Mr.  Pitt's  evidence 

*  P.  8.  i  P.  A.  p.  17. 
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into  the  Icale  oppofite  to  Mr.  Canning,  and  his 
"  defireablc  fuccefiion." 

The  public  however  now  knows  lefs  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  of  the  real  caufes  of  the  refignation,  than 
it  did  before,  inafinuch  as  lefs  importance  is  at- 
tributed to  its  oftenfible  motive !  And  as  to  the 
circumjlanccs  which  attended  the  difculTions,  and 
which,  whatever  had  been  the  fubjefr  of  dif- 
cuflion,  would  have  produced  exactly  the  fame 
refuit,  they  are  for  that  reafon  not  worth  its 
enquiry.  The  fervant  who  gives  no  reafon  for 
leaving  his  place,  but  that  ''  he  had  fome  v^'ords 
with  his  mafter,"  gives  his  own  characler.  is  it 
nothing  whether  thefe  words  happened  in  the 
midft  of  a  journey,  or  of  illnefs,  or  diftrefs  '^ 
whether  they  arofe  out  of  accident  or  defign  ? 
whether  upon  a  juft  caufe  or  a  bad  one  r  whether 
urgent  or  voluntary?  I  tremble  when  I  confider 
who  the  Mafter  of  this  fervant  is,  and  that  this 
fervant  fcorns  to  return  as  an  accejfion  to  his  fa- 
mily !  and  that  there  has  been  an  evident  defigii 
to  force  him  back  there,  without  his  confidence 
and  without  his  confent ! — It  is  rather  remark- 
able, that  the  P.  A.  fliould  conclude  this  little  cir- 
cumjiantial  romance,  with  an  obfervation,  that 
"  thefe /jt'?j'  need  no  comment :" — if  they  were 
fa6ls  they  would  require  no  comment  indeed  ! 

Now  as  to  the  accelTion  of  Mr.  Addington 
and  his  colleagues,  I  fliall  merely  repeat,  in  or- 
der that  my  filence  may  not  be  mifconftrued, 
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that  they  did  obey  the  King's  commands,  and 
their  own  fenfe  of  duty.  That  tlicy  owed  their 
appointments  to  no  other  quarter,  and  to  no  in- 
trigue, or  ambition.  I  re-affert  that  the  public 
fentiment  gave  them  credit  for  courage,  and  felf- 
devotednefs,  in  affuming  the  helm  of  the  public 
vefTelj  fo  cruelly  abandoned. — For  lefs  the  Roman 
Commonwealth  decreed  the  thanks  of  the  State 
to  an  odious,  an  unfortunate,  and  a  culpable  com- 
mander, and  in  circumftances  not  more  deferring 
of  gratitude,  they  erected  a  temple  ^os\  jlatori. 

It  is  impofiible  for  me  to  fcrutinize  their  hearts, 
and  to  find  what  fhare  ambition  had  in  their  zeal, 
—but  the  ambition  of  faving  their  country,  and 
bringing  the  deferted  veflel  into  port,  they  will 
probably  not  wifli  very  anxioufly  to  difclaim. 
The  King  had  been  for  fome  time  diftreffed  by 
the  condu6t  of  the  late  Minifters,  and  the  refigna- 
tionshad  ''  perplexed  him  in  the  extreme."  I  be- 
lieve in  my  confcience,  they  wanted  no  other  mo- 
tive, and  no  other  call !  But  there  were  confider- 
ations  both  of  delicacy  and  prudence,  that  led 
Mr,  Addington  in  particular,  to  confult  the 
feelings,  to  afcertain  the  wifiies,  and  fecure  the 
fupport  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  I  mean  public  and  pri- 
vate confidence,  and  friendfhip,  the  friendfhip 
of  their  whole  lives  ! — I  leave  my  Lord  Gren- 
viLLE,  for  the  prefent,  out  of  the  queflion. — 
The  public  has  done  his  Lordfhip  juftice,  and 
fcarcely   the   P.  A.  dares  infimate  his   defence. 

That 
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That  Mr.  Pitt  limited  and  confined  his  promife 
of  fupport  to  /ir.fi?  conditions,  I  have  every  reafon 
to  beheve,  to  be  without  the  fmalleft  foundation 
in  truth.*  Let  him  fay,  if  they  exifted,  what  they 
were,  openly,  candidly,  and  manfully  ! — I  have 
no  light  reafon  to  afErm — i  would  not  dare  to 
affirm  upon  light  reafon — that  they  were  never 
heard  of  where  they  muft  have  been  known,  till 
they  appeared  in  the  midft  of  his  pieces  jujlifica- 
tiveSi  in  the  Plain  Anfwerer. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  (I  hope)  delighted  that  His  Ma- 
jefty  had  found  a  cabinet,  and  fuch  a  cabinet  as 
he  himfelf  could  inaugurate  by  the  moft  juft,  as 
well  as  the  warmeft  panegyric.  Was  it  for  him  to 
ftipulate  three  myfterious  conditions  of  fupport, 
whofe  feelings  for  the  public  prelTure  and  diftrefs 
had  induced  him  to  make  the  offer  of  remaining 
(if  you  will  credit  his  apologifi:)  *•' until  peace, 
and  the  delivery  of  the  country  from  its  mofl 
prefling  burthens"  .f*  Was  this  a  time  "  to  impofe 
conditions  upon  Minifters  of  State,  too  hard  to  be 
borne"  ?  to  fetter  them  with  bonds,  and  tie  them 
to  penalties  ? 

Let  us  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  that  he  had  not 
refigned  in  the  fplrit  of  refignation,  as  certainly 
it  cannot  be  faid 

"  That  his  last  care  was  decently  to  die." 
That  the  addrefs  to  the  Irifli  Catholics,  was  a  pof- 
tern  left  open  for  his  forcible  return  ;  all  that  ap- 

*    P.  A.   p.  20. 
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peared,  and  all  that  lurked,  let  us  fufpeft  or  admit 
it  all — ftill  he  wanted,  he  had  occafion,  he  had  ab- 
folute  neceffity,  for  a  fucceflbreven  for  a  moment. 
Whatever  Mr.  Canning  thought,  his  fame  had 
been  for  ever  blafted,  and  his  chance  of  power 
had  periflied  for  ever  with  it,  if  he  had  left  the 
King  naked  in  the  ftorm.  Had  Mr.  Adding- 
TON  declined  the  confidence  His  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  offer  him,  what  had  been  Mr.  Pitt's 
cafe.''  would  he  not  have  felt  himfelf  obliged 
once  more  to  offer  to  remain  until  the  cloud  had 
fallen?  or  would  he  have  had  his  Mailer  throw 
himfelf  upon  the  demi- Jacobin  Oppofition  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  beg  fupport  of  prudential  revolt,  and 
the  majefty  of  the  people  ?  Where  had  been  the 
King,  and  where  the  State,  if  Mr.  Addington 
had  declined  ?  But  was  it  nothing  for  Mr.  Pitt 
that,  without  exception,  ev^ery  one  of  his  own 
partizans,  pupils,  and  dependants,  (that  were  fo 
difpofed)  retained  his  fituation  .*  That  he  did  not 
lofe  a  friend  by  falling  from  his  pre-eminence  } 
For  thofe  who  piqued  themfelves  upon  that  title 
{pdr  excellence)  were  they  who  followed  him  in  his 
retreat,  and  who  would  not  conceal  for  a  moment 
their  indignation  and  difappointment,  that  the. 
King  had  been  extricated  from  the  fcylla  of  the 
Catholic  queftion,  and  the  charybdis  of  Parlia- 
mentary reform,  with  all  the  monftrous  progeny 
of  Mr.  Fox's  improvements  upon  the  conltitution 
of  our  anceftors  I 
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I  fay,  I  hope  Mr.  Pitt  was  really  delighted; 
but  certain  it  is  that  if  he  appeared  fo,  Mr.  Can- 
ning, and  his  other  dependants,  did  not  give 
him  full  credit  for  iincerity.  Their  fagacity 
thought  they  penetrated  deeper  into  his  inte- 
refts  and  wifhes ;  and  as  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  but  that  they  underftood  and  ftudied  the 
wifhes  of  their  Patron,  the  public  was  very  juf- 
tifiable  in  coupling  their  condu6t  with  the  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Catholics,  and  inferring  from  both 
that  it  was  not  altogether  agreeable  to  the  re- 
ligners,  that  His  Majefty  had  been  able  to  fupply 
their  place  with  a  fit  and  efficient  Adminiilration! 

The  whole  reafoning  of  the  Plain  Anfwerer, 
and  theMember  of  Parliament,  upon  the  condu6l 
of  Mr.  Canning,  proceeds  upon  falfe  grounds, 
and  its  only  chance  of  ending  in  truth,  there- 
fore, is  the  defe6l  of  their  logic.  Mr.  Can- 
ning's oppofition  has  nothing  to  do  with  Lord 
Grenville,  or  the  Borough  of  Tralee  in  Ire- 
land^ or  peace  or  war,  or  volunteers,  or  finance. 
It  began  while  htfate  for  a  good  Englifli  Govern- 
ment Borough — before  Mr.  Addington  had 
committed  a  fingle  fault  in  the  eyes  of  his  con- 
ftant,  active,  and  zealous  fupporters,  or  obtained 
the  fmallelt  credit  from  experience  with  the  pub- 
lic. The  corpus  dellEli  v*'as  obedience  to  the  King, 
His  prefumption  preceded  his  incapacity  ;  his 
crime  was  not  being  a  bad  Minilter,  but  daring 
to  be  a  Miniller  at  all.     It  began  while  Mr. 
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Pitt  was  pronouncing  his  panegyric  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  while  Lord  Chatham 
was  introducing  him  into  the  Cabinet,  while 
the  King  was  delivering  the  feals  to  him. — 
Well  may  Mr.  Canning  cry  out,  "  men 
not  meafures  ;"  but  it  is  a  heavy  charge  pre- 
ferred againfl  him  by  the  P.  A.  that  his  con- 
du6l  gave  *'  great  diffatisfaftlon"  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
I  am  certain  it  was  far  from  Mr.  Canning's  in- 
tention !  This  ingratitude  never  entered  into  his 
thought,  nor  that  he  would  one  day  be  reproached 
with  it  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  dependants !  He 
may  well  refent  the  alledged  *'  difapprobation"  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  he  may  well  deny  that  Mr.  Pitt  was 
*'  diifatisfied"  with  his  zeal  !  Indeed  the  accuf^^ 
tion  againft  him  is  contemptible  ;  did  Mr. Pitt 
ever  exprefs  difapprobation  a/oucl,  did  he  ever 
dtfown  him?  This  furely  he  would  have  done 
if  he  had  been  dijfatisjied. — He  who  pleafes  to 
think  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  controul  my  thoughts,  and  that  his  difap- 
probation of  them  is  infufficient  ! 

Mr.  Canning  threw  up  the  moft  oftenfible 
of  his  offices,  rather  than  hold  it  from  the  man 
who  had  the  prefumption  to  fill  the  place  of  his 
Patron,     Did  Mr.  Pitt  difapprove  of  that } 

Did  Mr.  Pitt  difapprove  of  his  retaining  an- 
other place,  vi'orth  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  de- 
pendent on  the  pleafureof  the  prefumptuous  per- 
fon,  ngainft  whom  he  was  daily  declaiming  in  epir 
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grams,  and  caballing  in  rhyme  ?  What  pretence 
ifor  difapprobation  ?  What  demand  for  apology? 
Could  a  volatile  epigram  keep  like  an  impeach- 
ment ;  and  wit  be  bottled  like  ambition  and  ma- 
levolence, for  diftantufe?  Or  did  it  require  any 
apology  to  remain  in  the  Alienatiok-Office, 
of  which  no  man  could  more  happily  difcharge 
the  obligations  and  duties,  as  Mr.  Pitt  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  have  equal  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied  ! 

I  know,  indeed,  that  to  fome  weak  minds  the 
honeft  zeal  of  Mr.  Canning  has  appeared  offi- 
cious and  parafytical.  They  think  Lord  Chat- 
ham nearer  in  blood,  w^as  as  much  alive  in  ho- 
nour to  refent  it,  if  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Ad- 
DiNGTON  had  been  in  any  iliape  blameable  or 
prefumptuous.  They  think  his  Lordfhip  would 
not  have  made  part  of  a  Cabinet,  which  any  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  friends  could  be  juftified  in  condemn- 
ing d  priori^  and  they  are  fatisfied  that  his  Lord- 
fhip gave  full  credit  to  Mr.  Pitt's  promife,  pro- 
feffions,  and  panegyric,  and  that  Mr.  Cannin» 
ought  to  have  done  fo.  If  his  conduct  was  right 
they  afk  what  was  Lord  Chatham's,  and  if  Lord 
Chatham's  were  to  blame,  what  neceffity  exift- 
ed  for  Mr.  Canning  in  particular  being  the  fore- 
m.oft  to  cxpofe  and  contraft  it  ? 

Mr.  Pitt,   it  appears,  formed  the  fame  judg- 
ment of  this  conducl.     "  He  tvas  dijjatisfied  with 
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it,  he  difapproved  highly  of  ky  He  had  certainly 
a  better  right  to  do  fo  than  myfelf,  but  I  am 
proud  of  the  high  authority  which  defends  me 
from  any  imputation  of  error,  in  this  inftance. 
Still  I  am  not  fure  whether  it  be  true,  as 
the  Po  A.  afferts,  that  "  nothing  but  creating 
an  irreconcileable  enmity  between  Mr.  Cak- 
NiNG  and  Mr.  Pitt,  could  convince  Mr. 
Addington's  friends  of  the  fincerity  of  the 
laft  mentioried  Gentleman."  Whether  he  en- 
joys all  this  importance  or  not,  in  the  minds 
of  Mr.  Addington's  friends,  as  a  Near  Obfer- 
ver  I  muft  be  permitted  to  doubt.  I  conceive 
that  epigrams  are  not  mortal  weapons,  though 
their  paint  may  be  dipped  in  the  moft  rancorous 
gall — and  as  to  the  parliamentary  condu61  of  the 
Right.  Hon.  Gentleman,  I  apprehend  that  thofe 
who  give  it  moll:  confequence,  conneft  it  with 
his  conne61:ion  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

We  are  informed,  however,  that  the  difTatis- 
fa61ion  was  mittual,  and  that  Mr.  Canning  difr 
approved,  as  much  as  Mr.  Pitt  was  dilTatisfied  ; 
but  of  what  did  he  difapprove }  If  the  time  was 
halcyon,  profperous  and  ferene,  furely  it  was 
lawful  for  any  Minifler,  weary  of  power,  and 
lick  of  importance,  to  lay  down  the  burthenj  nor 
was  it  prefumptuous,  not  at  lead  very  prefump- 
tuous,  in  another  to  eiTay  the  yoke. 

*  P.  A.  p.  43. 

Neither 


47 

Neither  ought  I  or  any  man  to  be  blamed  for 
our  niijlake  in  inferring,  that  thefe  friends  were 
upon  happier  terms.  Who  could  gucfs  that  they 
walked  or  rode  together  to  quarrel  ?  who  could 
fuppofe  that  they  vifited  and  eat  and  drank  toge- 
ther, to  exprefs  mutual  dijpitisfa^ion  and  difappro- 
bation  f 

From  thefe  Lapithean  feafts,  and  focial  broils 
I  fliould  naturally  turn  to  the  great  Automachifl 
Mr.  Windham,  and  to  thofe  battles  only  worfe 
than  the  ftrife  of  friends,  which  he  is  eternally 
waging  with  himfelf.  But  I  am  obliged  to  pofl:- 
pone  him,  not  out  of  any  difrefpeft,  but  in  order 
to  purfue  without  interruption,  that  arrangement 
which  I  originally  propofed,  and  which  has  beea 
followed  by  others. 

It  is  beneath  my  care  to  expofe  all  the  cavil 
.and  chicanery,  which  have  been  oppofed  to  the 
ftatement  of  the  "  Curfory  Remarks,"  with  ref- 
pe6t  to  ih^fpsdjic  terms  of  the  promife  of  "  con- 
stant,   ACTIVE,    AND   ZEALOUS  SUPPORT."     It 

is  acknowledged  that  Lord  Grenville  re- 
peated the  words  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
the  Plain  Anfwerer  pretends,  that  the  promife 
upon  Mr.  Pitt's  part,  was  not  only  fpecific,  but 
that  he  guarded  it  with  a  triple  hedge  of  precau- 
tion and  fecurity.  I  do  indeed  tliink  it  my  duty  to 
Droteft  againftthis  circumftance  in  the  fiatement, 

but 


IS 

but  this  vviJl  not  invalidate  the  ad  million  of  Mr: 
Pitt's  counfel,  that  a  fpecific  pledge  was  a6tually 
given. 

This  I  infifl:  upon  only  for  my  own  juflification, 
for  it  is  of  little  confequence,  among  men  of  ho- 
nour, whether  an  engagement  be  formal  or  im- 
plied ;  Mr.  Pitt's  panegyric  w^as  itfelf  a  pro- 
mife  of  fupport. 

As  to  the  evafive  and  litigious  propofitions  of 
the  P.  A.  and  others,  upon  unqualified  and  un- 
conditional promifes,  **  let  the  conduct  of  the  new 
Minirters  be  what  it  would^,"  they  are  wholly  out 
of  the  qucftion,  and  their  learning  is  unapplica- 
ble  and  pedantic.  There  is  not  an  exprefhon  in 
the  C.  R.  which  can  be  tortured  into  a  defire  to 
hold  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville  to  the  let- 
ter of  their  engagement,  or  to  claim  more  than 
its  fair  and  liberal  conftruction.  That  interpre- 
tation I  ftill  contend  for ;  I  confider  them  as  en- 
gaged by  their  promife,  and  folemnly  pledged  as 
men  of  honour,  and  as  men,  for  a  fmcere  difpo- 
Ijtion  and  intention,  to  give  general  fupport, 
friendfliip,  and  affiftance. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  refers  me  to  Tully's 
Offices  for  fome  cafes,  where  it  is  laid  down 
that  "  his  promifis  Jlari^^  is  unneceflfary.  1  am 
forry  to  fee  the  cafuiftry  of  Republican  Rome 

*  P.  19. 
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thus  ranfacked  for  a  defence  of  modern  virtu- 
ality,  and  I  fear  there  are  other  axioms  which 
have  not  efcaped  the  ingenious  refearchesof  thefe 
moral  antiquarians,  fuch  as  "  multa  non  faEiuri 
promittimuSy'  and  "  vir  bonus  poteji  malam  ca- 
ujam  defender eT 

Machiavel,  if  they  will  pardon  any  at- 
tempt of  mine  to  aflift  their  Jludies,  has  a  chapter 
"  upon  the  manner  in  which  great  men  ought 
to  obferve  their  promifes."  It  is  called  by  a  ce- 
lebrated critic  "  a  portentous  chapter  !" — How 
unfortuaate  that  time  has  devoured  that  ex- 
traordinary difcourfe  which  was  pronounced  be- 
fore Cato  the  Cenfor,  by  Carneades — contra 
jujiitiam!  It  might  have  juftified  all  their  patrons 
have  lately  done,  and  all  that  they  have  written. 

For  my  part,  I  cannot  cancel  thefe  promifes,  as 

*'  Vows  made  in  pain,  and  violent  and  void." 

It  is  not  pretended  that  any  fraud  or  delu- 
fion  was  practifed  to  obtain  them,  the  P.  A. 
denies  that  they  were  made  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  and  they  contained  nothing  unlawful  or 
immoral  in  themfelves.  It  remains  therefore  that 
his  adverfaries  fhew  how  Mr.  Addington  has 
broken  the  condition,  and  forfeited  his  right. 
This  the  Plain  Anfwerer  has  attempted  to 
prove ;  and  in  order  to  do  fo,  he  has  care- 
fully diftinguifhed  the   cafe  of  his  two  clients. 

D  For 
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For  Lord  Grenville  he  pleads,  that  "his 
Lordfhip  looked  upon  the  terms  of  the  treaties 
by  which  the  war  had  been  concluded,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  negotiated,  and 
fever al  other  meajures  which  took  place  at  the 
fame  limey  not  only  as  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  he  had  offered  his  fupport, 
but  as  affording  a  proof  of  the  incapacity  of  Mi- 
nifters  fufficient  to  authorize  and  require  afyf- 
tcmatic  oppofitionj"  and  this  he  confiders  "  as 
the  public  principle  upon  which  his  Lordfliip 
aaed."* 

Unfortunately  for  the  P.  A.  his  Lordfhip  has 
taken  the  greatefl  care  to  Ihew  the  falfliood  of 
this  defence.  It  was  upon  the  very  day  f  Mr. 
Addington  entered  the  Cabinet  as  firft  Minif- 
ter,  that  he  recorded  in  Parliament  his  pledge 

of  ACTIVE,  CONSTANT,  AND  ZEALOUS  SUP- 
PORT ;  but  before  any  of  thcfe  treaties  were  con- 
cluded, he  appeared  in  decilive  hoftility  and  op- 
pofition  to  his  new  proteges^  particularly  upon  the 
fubje6l  of  the  Convention  with  RufTia.  The 
French  negotiations  therefore  were  not  the  prin- 
ciple of  \{\s,fyffematic  oppofition.  And  even  upon 
the  preliminary  treaty,  fo  far  from  avowing  the 
confiru^ive  caufe  for  fyflematic  oppofition,  in  the 
"  various  meafures  which  took  place  at  the  fame 
time  to  juflify  and  require  it,"  his  Lordfhip  was 

*  P.  21.  +  March  20,  i8or. 
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careful  to  declare,  In  fo  many  words,  that  "  his 
oppofition  was  not  fyJiematkaV !  I  He  was  mind- 
ful of  his  late  engagements,  and  was  attentive  to 
Ihew  that  the  immediate  a6t  of  oppofition  was  a 
mere  occafional  deviation,  **  not  general,"  an 
exception,  not  a  fyftem ;  and  in  proof  of  it,  fo 
late  as  06lober  30th  and  November  3d,  1801, 
he  re-covenanted  with  the  Minifters  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  "  to  be  found  their  most  zealous 
AND  strenuous  SUPPORTER,"  expreiTmg  "  eve- 
ry kind  of  perfonal  refpett  for  the  new  Minifters, 
although  he  differed  from  them  decidedly  in 
this  inftance*." 

Had  his  Lordiliip  obferved  this  new  covenant, 
I  am  certain  Minifters  would  never  have  pre- 
ferred any  violent  complaint  againft  his  former 
infraction.  They  would  have  given  him  credit 
(however  difficult)  foraferious  difapprobation  of 
the  treaty  of  the  5th  June.  But  all  thefe  re- 
ferves  and  qualifications  quickly  died  out  of  his 
Lordfliip's  oppofition,  and  it  became  fyjiematical 
as  foon  as  he  thought  proper  to  claim  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  as  the  exclufive  due  of  Mr. 

PlTTf. 

The 

*  P.  Regift.  Oa.  3,  and  Nov.  i8oi. 

T  One  fees  exemplified  in  Lord  Grenville's  oppofition 

the  axiom  of  the  fatyrift,  and  the  remark  of  the  hiftorian,  the 

firft  fays  ♦*  Nemo  repente  fuit  turpiffimusj"  the  other  obferves 
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The  pleadings  for  Mr.  Pitt  are  far  different, 
but  not  fo  wide  afunder  as  their  cafe ;  for  Mr. 
Pitt,  fo  far  from  finding  in  the  treaties  and  the 
many  meafures  which  took  place  at  the  fame  time, 
the  motive  or  neceffity  for  a  fyftematic  oppofition, 
was  their  flrenuous  fupporter  !  their  warmeft  ad- 
vocate and  friend !  It  is  curious  to  fee  the  P. 
Anfvverer  doubting,  denying,  or  fneering  at  the 
merit  of  this  Peace  which  his  patron  applauded 
to  the  fkiesj  but  it  is  fomething  worfe  than  I 
will  characterize,  for  him  to  attempt,  in  the  face 
of  truth  and  of  the  public,  to  make  it  be  believed 
that  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  accom- 
panied with  referves  and  modifications*.  I  appeal 
to  the  memory  of  every  Member  of  the  Houfe, 
if  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  not  far,  very 
far,  from  tempering  or  qualifying  his  fupport  upon 
this  occafion. — I  firmly  deny  it ;  it  is  a  negative 
that  can  be  proved.  Perhaps  he  was  rather  anx- 
ious to  fliare  its  popularity,  perhaps  he  was  not 
difpleafed  at  being  thought  to  have /)r^t';o;//7)' ap- 
proved of  it. — The  bad  faith  of  the  P.  A.  is  hardly 
more  confpicuous  in  any  inftance  than  in  this ! 

The  P.  A.  fays,  Mr.  Pitt's  oppofition  is  not 
fyjiematic.     "  He  has  not   commenced   a   fyfle- 

*'  Labente  paulatim  difciplina  velut  defidente*  primo  mores, 
deinde  ut  majis  majifque  lapfi  fint,  turn  ire  caeperint  pra;cipites." 
They  did  not  tumble  headlong  till  their  confluence  with  Mr. 
Pitt's  oppofition. 

*  P.A.p.c. 
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matic  oppofition."  This  is  extraordinary,  be- 
caufe  his  famous  "  order  of  the  day"  has  all  the 
appearance  of  concert,  and  tallies  exa6tly  with 
the  fame  motion  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  by  Lord 
MuLGRAVE  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  It  is  enter- 
taining, however,  to  hear  the  advocate  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  declare  he  has  not  com- 
menced^ who  has  impeached.  Who,  with  more 
than  epic  licence  has  not  only  ruflied  into  the 
middle,  but  to  the  end  and  confummation  of  all 
poffible  oppofition !  The  political  Cid  may  well 
exclaim — • 

*•  Mes  pareils  a  deux  fois  ne  fe  font  point  connaitre, 

£f  pour  leurs  premiers  coups  ils  veulent  des  coups  de  maitre." 

It  appears,  however,  according  to  the  P.  A. 
that  fo  far  from  being  fyftematical,  Mr.  Pitt's 
oppofition  is  all  "  tendernefs"  and  affeftion;  his 
abfence  from  Parliament  arofe  out  of  "  tender- 
nefs" to  Mr.  Addington  ;  and  his  motion  for 
the  order  of  the  day  was  founded  upon  his  hav- 
ing "  confidered  Mr.  Patten's  motion  as  more 
fevere  than  the  occafion  juftified;  and  becaufe 
he  thought  it  peculiarly  repugnant  to  the  inter- 
efts  of  the  nation  to  countenance  a  meafure,  the 
obje£t  of  which  was  to  force  the  Minifters  from 
His  Majefty's  Councils*." 

I  do  not  know  that  the  fpirit  which  pervades 
every  page  of  this  writer  breaks  out  any  where 
elfe  with  more  audacity,   than  in  this  folemn 

*  P.  S3' 
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mockery  and  defiance  of  the  common  under- 
ftanding  and  feeling  of  the  public.     I  appeal 
to  the  plain  confcience  of  every  Member  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  moving  the  order  of  the  day 
upon  a  queftion  of  impeachment  be  not  to  coun- 
tenance it  ?  if  it  be  not  virtually  to  admit  and  con- 
fefs  the  juftice  of  the  original  motion,  and  to  dif- 
pute  nothing  but  the  fitnefs  of  the  time?  If  its 
operation   could  be  any  thing  clfe  than  to  give 
time  to  Minifters  to  avoid  the  effe«51:  of  the  firfl 
motion  by  retiring  from  their  offices?  1  put  it  to 
the  honour  of    every  Gentleman  who  fhall  read 
thefe  pages,  whether  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  would 
not  have  been  as  effeftual  as  Mr.  Patten's,  (if 
it  had  been  carried)  io  force  the  Minijlers  from  His 
Majejlys  Councils  P  Whether  they  could  have  ex- 
ecuted the  duties  of  their  offices,  with  an  im- 
peachment fufpended  over  their  head  only  by 
the  night  thread  of  a  previous  queftion  ? 

Had  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  been  carried,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  Mr.  Adding  ton  had  but  this  elec- 
tion, either  to  make  hafe  and  lay  his  feals  at  His 
Majefty's  feet,  or  to  advife  him  to  diffolve  his  Par- 
liament ! !  So  much  for  the  "  tendernefs'^of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  for  the  truth,  candour,  and  delicacy 
of  his  juftiiicationi 

As  nothing  could  be  more  hoftile  than  this 
order  of  the  day,  nothing  is  more  probable  than 
that  Mr.  Canning  himfeif  would  have  been  as 
well  contented  to  carry  it  as  the  propofition  of 

Mr. 


55 

Mr.  Patten,  if  he  had  not  been  pledged  to  that 
Great  Man  at  the  firft  conco6tion  of  his  motion. 

The  pleas  for  this  '"^  tender"  "  unfyftematicar* 
oppofition  are  various.  Inattention  upon  the 
part  of  Minifters  to  certain  hints  of  Mr.  Pittj 
difapprobation  expreffed  by  that  Gentleman  both 
of  the  condu6l  of  affairs  abroad,  and  of  the  finan- 
cial ftatcment  of  the  10th  of  December;  and, 
finally,  the  violation  of  two  of  the  three  magical 
and  invifible  conditions ! 

I  own  I  confider  this  laft  caufe  as  the  true  juf- 
tification  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  "  tendernefs"  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  lament  the 
more  that  they  are  out  of  my  knowledge  and  my 
reach.  They  are  probably  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
di6lated  to  poor  Cinderella  in  the  Hijiory,  as 
Mr.  Addington's, penalty  was  to  be  fimiiar  to 
her's,  who  was  defpoiled  of  her  finery,  and  driven 
home  from,  the  ball  in  mifery  and  difgrace,  for 
having  forgotten  the  hour  at  which  JJic  was  appointed 
to  retire  !  ! 

Of  the  hints  infinuated  to  have  been  given  to 
Mr.  Addington,  no  enemy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  could 
be  anxious  to  exprefs  a  doubt.  As  a  matter  of 
fa£f,  however,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  con- 
trovert this  ftatement ; — as  a  Near  Obfervcr,  it 
muft  be  forgiven  me  if  I  alledge,  with  fome  con=- 
fidence,  that  theChancellorof  the  Exchequer  had 
received  no  intimation  of  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion excepting  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  financial 
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ftatement.     And  what  reafon  had  he  to  fuppofe 
this  difference  was  hojiile  ? 

Oi  Mr.  Pitt's  difapprobation  of  the  mode  of 
conducing  the  negotiations  with  France,  he  was 
alfo  uninformed  j  it  is  indeed  difficult  to  conceive 
upon  what  grounds  Mr.  Pitt  could  have  difap- 
proved  them,  as  the  papers  were  not  publiihed 
till  after  the  negotiation  for  his  return  to  power!! 
The  P.  A.  afferts,  however,  that  Mr.  Adding- 
TON  was  "  dijiincily  informed  before  this  period 
that  Mr.  Pitt  difapproved  of  fome  of  the  lead- 
ing mcafures  of  his  government*.'*  If  he  woiild 
be  believed  upon  this  head,  he  mull  fay  through 
what  channel.  I  have  the  ftrongeft  realbns  for 
thinking  that  he  is  totally 'mi/taken. 

It  would  appear  from  the  P.  A.  that  there  were 
two  diftin(!^  propofitions,  at  different  times,  made 
to  his  principal.  This  too  I  am  of  opinion  is 
a'         .  .  miftake . 

One  of  them  is  faid  to  have  been  "  too  foolifli, 
too  infulting  to  be  noticed."  —  I  would  be 
glad  to  know  who  carried  fuch  an  overture  to 
Mr.  Pitt  ?  I  know  but  of  one  negotiation  ;  and . 
I  have  already  ftated  what  particulars  of  it  I  wa? 
able  to  do  with  certainty  and  prudence.  There 
is  neither  the  love  of  decency  nor  of  honour  in  the 
contradi6tions  to  that  flatement.  I  am  accufed  of 
mifreprefentation  and  calumny — for  what }  only 
to  have  the  truth  of  all  my  politions  eftabliilied  by 
an  unwilling  and  a  virulent  enemy. — lihtjine  qua 
•  P.  24. 

7i9n 


57 

noH  of  Lord  Grenville's  admiffion  is  prepof- 
teroufly  denied  and  admitted,  nor  is  there  in  his 
own  expofition  the  fmalleft  tittle  of  variation  from 
my  calumnious  account,  but  what  is  calculated  to 
place  Mr,  Pitt  in  a  more  difadvantageous  and 
unfavourable  light*. 

It  is  indeed  roundly  aflerted,  that  the  negoti- 
ation was  not  Mr.  Pitt's;  that  it  originated 
with  Mr.  Addtngton  himfelf.  I  certainly 
think  differently  ;  I  have  diftinc^ly  ftated  that  it 
began  with  Lord  MELViLLEf ,  and  I  have  attri- 
buted all  fairnefs  and  candour  to  that  noble 
Lord,  even  regret  for  the  extravagant  propofition 
of  Mr.  Pitt  upon  which  it  broke  off  I  cannot, 
however,  induce  the  public  to  believe  that  Mr, 
Pitt  had  no  knowledge  of  what  was  pafling,  and 
that  his  Lordfhip  had  neglefted  to  afcertain  his 
difpofition  towards  a  return  to  office.  I  do  not 
fufpe6t  him  o{h3iV'mg  furprized  Mr.  Pitt  with  any 
foolifli  and  infuiting  overtures  from  the  Treafury, 
or  having  been  fo  bad  or  fo  faithlefs  a  mediator, 
as  not  to  have  explored  the  wifhes  and  difpofi- 
tion of  htb  parties.  It  is  with  the  fatality  that 
attends  all  the  arguments  of  the  P.  A.  that  he  in- 
fills upon  the  propofal  having  originated  in  the 
breaft  of  Mr.  Addington,  as  we  ihall  prefently 
fee  him  wifely  infinuating  that  this  Minifter  has 
endeavoured,  by  artifice  and  mifreprefentation, 
to  keep  Mr.  Fitt  from  His  Majefty's  confidence 
and  favour ! 

*  P.  A.  p,  2;.  +  C,  R.  p.  ^4. 
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I  am  not  really  able  to  perceive  in  what  the 
flatement  of  the  P.  A.  differs  effentially  from  my 
own,  except  in  an  officious  and  afre61ed  ufe  of 
a  name  too  great  to  be  mentioned,  and  a  great 
deal  of  folemn  nonfenfe  about  a  meflage  which 
I  have  perhaps  committed  myfelf  already  in  fay- 
ing, that  it  would  not  have  been  wanting,  if  Mr. 
Pitt  could  have  been  induced  to  depart  from 
\nsftne  qua  non.  It  appears  that  his  obje£t  is  to 
perplex  and  embarrafs  with  the  delicacy  of  this 
high  allufion. 

Upon  his  return  from  Scotland,  and  very  foon 
after  it,  /  have  always  underjiood  that  Lord 
Melville  waited  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  having  taken  occafion  to  exprefs 
that  he  thought  it  very  defirable  in  the  then  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  that  it  fliould  have 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Pitt's  abilities  as  a  Minifter, 
his  LordQiip  knows  that  he  found  nothing  but 
alacrity  to  acknowledge  the  accuracy,  and  con- 
cur to  the  obje6t  of  his  obfervation.  Whether 
this  were  t\\Q  first  political  vifit  his  I.ordfliip  paid 
any  zvhere,  I  have  no  certain  knowledge ;  but  I 
think  and  know  fo  well  of  him,  as  that  he  would 
not  have  broached  fo  critical  a  bufinefs  without 
fome  kind  of  certainty  that  it  was  not  difagree- 
able  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Addington  certainly 
muft  have  viewed  the  overture  in  this  light ;  he 
knew  that  Lord  Melville  was  far  more  in- 
timately conne6led  with  Mr.  Pitt  than  with  him- 
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fclf:  it  would  have  been  abfurd  in  him  to  have 
fuppofed  that  the  fubjeft  was  opened  in  this 
quarter,  if,  as  the  P.  Anfwerer  pretends,  Mr. 
Pitt  had  not  felt  "  a  fufficient  defire  to  return  to 
office,"  and  if  the  mifcarriage  of  the  negotiation 
would  have  been  "  a  relief"  to  him.  The  very 
opinion  of  Lord  Melville  that  it  would  fucceed, 
was  under  all  circumftances  no  contemptible  as- 
furance  of  itsfuccefs. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  conceived,  that  after  the  friendly 
difcuffions  which  muft  have  taken  place  before 
formal  offers  were  arranged,  that  noble  Lord, 
with  all  his  knowledge  and  experience,  could 
have  been  the  bearer  of  any  propofals  to  which 
he  thought  Mr.  Pitt  might  not  have  confcntcd. 
The  extent  of  Mr.  Addington's  conceflions  is 
not  controverted .  Whether  wifely  or  not,  cer- 
tainly moft  honourably,  moft  difinterelledly,  he 
yielded  far  beyond  the  point  of  equality  :  he  would 
have  defcended  from  his  ftation:  he  would  have 
admitted,  with  the  exception  of  the  points  in 
which  his  perfonal  feeling  aiid  charafter  were 
involved,  every  nomination  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  an 
undoubted  majority  of  his  voices  in  the  Cabinet. 
Ail  this  is  conceded ;  but  it  w^as  expeGed  of 
him,  at  lead:  demanded,  to  recommend  to  His 
Majefty  the  re-appointment  of  Lord  Gren- 
viLLE.  I  have  no  hefitation  to  affert  that  he 
would  have  been  difhonoured  if  he  had  fub- 
mitted,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  muft  have  felt  that 
he  would  be  fo.    There  might  furely  be  ftiil  other 
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reafons,  and  honefl  convi6lions,  which  might  in- 
duce an  honourable  Minifter  not  to  commit  the 
Sovereign  upon  fuch  an  occafion.  He  might  poffi- 
blyhave  known  that  fuch  a  recommendation  could 
not  h2LYe  fucceeded.  The  example  of  the  Catholic 
paper  is  not  good,  for  the  Royal  Perfon  can  never 
be  innocently  denounced  by  his  Firil  Minifter  to 
the  difappointed  as  the  caufe  of  their  mortifica- 
tion! 

It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Pitt  infifted  upon  this 
propofal  being  carried  to  the  Throne :  *  whe- 
ther he  thought  the  return  of  war  and  its  em- 
barraffments  favourable  to  extravagant  demands, 
or  that  he  was  pledged  upon  this  point  to  Lord 
Grenville,  it  is  certain  alfo,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  declined,  and  that  the 
negotiation  was  broken  off  upon  this  point,  and 
no  other.  Now  mark  the  P.  A.  whofe  obje6t  is  to 
hold  the  pretenfions  of  Mr.  Pitt  a  little  higher, 
I  think,  than  becomes  a  fubje£l.  He  would  in- 
finuate,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  refufed 
to  negotiate  except  with  the  King.  "  His  Ma- 
jefty,"  fays  he,  "  was  not  advifed  to  fend  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  the  propofition  fell  to  the  ground." 

How  could  he  have  miffed  fo  narrowly  the 
truth,  and  have  avoided  to  ftate  that  the  propo^ 
Jition  fell  to  the  ground,  and  His  Majesty  was  not 
advifed  to  fend  ? 

■*  How  does  this  agree  with  the  meek  offer  of  "  remaining  till 
peace,  and  the  relief  of  the  country  from  its  moft  preffing  bur- 
thens?" 

But 
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But  to  admit  every  word  of  the  ftatement  of 
the  P.  A.  who  can  difcover  the  "  dilation  of 
Mr.  Addington?"  who  can  believe  that  he 
was  abufing  the  meek  fpirit  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
impofmg  terms  upon  him  incompatible  with  his 
honour  or  the  juftice  of  his  pretenfions  ?  What  a 
portrait  have  we  here  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman !  He  cannot  controul  Mr.  Canning — 
Mr.  Addihgton  dilates  terms  to  him — and  all 
this  while  he  is  fetting  a  price  upon  his  fervices, 
which  would  weigh  down  the  honour  and  the 
independence  of  the  Crown!  I  think  this  charge 
of  dilation  againft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer may  ferve  as  a  commentary  upon  that 
of  malice  againft  myfelf.— Both  accufations  be- 
come Mr.  Pitt,  as  moderation,  juftice,  and  hu- 
manity, the  lips  of  Bonaparte! 

The  P.  A.  feems  aware  that  the  public  is  not 

likely  to    confider  this   dilation  as  being  juftly 

placed  on  Mr.  Addington's  fide  of  the  account. 

He  therefore  contends  for  the  right  of  Mr.  Pitt's 

private  judgment,  and  free-will.     I  am  not  dif- 

pofed  to  conteft  it,  although  I  think  if  the  right 

is   with   him,  the  cenfure  is  with   the  public^ 

But  it  is  impoffible   to  pafs   over  the  extraor- 

dinary  apoftrophe  of  his  advocate  upon  this  oc- 

cafion.     "  Surely,"  fays  he,  "  it  was  for  him  to 

appreciate  the  talents  and  qualifications  of  thofe 

with  whom  he  was  to  rifk  his  chara61:er,  and  to 

confider  upon  what  terms  he  was  to  return  to 

office 


62 

office  confiflently  with  his  own  credit  and  the 
public  intereft,  none  can  queftion  his  right  to 
determine  upon  this  point  for  himfelf/" 

Well,  Sir ! — but  fome  may  queftion  his  difcre- 
tion,  his  temper,  and  his  patriotifm — fome  may 
think  he  had  appreciated  their  talents  and  qua- 
lifications in  1801,  and  that  if  he  could  embark 
at  that  perilous  hour  upon  their  bottom,  without 
a  fcruple,  all  the  treafure  and  fafety  of  the  ftate ; 
he  might,  in  1803,  have  ri(ked  the  remains  of 
his  own  chara6kr  and  credit  with  them,  without 
fo  much  afre6ted  delicacy  and  precaution. — Some 
may  think  that  he  had  no  odds  of  talent  or  of 
charafter  to  ftake  againft  Mr.  Addington,  Lord 
Eldon,  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  other  Members 
of  the  Adminiftration;  and  all  muft  be  per- 
plexed to  account  by  what  means  a  Government 
which  he  had  declared  to  be  fully  competent 
ivithotit  himfelf,  could  inftantly  become  incom- 
petent, unfafe,  and  precarious,  if  he  became  an 
accejfion  to  it  ! 

As  to  the  parliamentary  condu6l  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman 7/;/f^  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ten, I  muft  be  excufed  if  I  do  not  think  it  of 
quite  fo  much  importance  as  the  Plain  Anfwerer. 
Asa  leader  of  oppofition,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  never  be  fo  formidable,  as  from  his 
great  eloquence,  and  the  party  with  which  feven- 
teen  years  of  patronage  have  furrounded  him, 

*  P.  A.  p.  29. 
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might  perhaps  be  expeaed.  I  will  not  fuppofs 
that  he  does  not,  as  a  mere  politician,  repent  of 
his  "  contemptible  motion  of  order,"  (I  ufe  the 
words  of  one  of  my  opponents)  although  his  ad- 
vocate has  the  indecency  to  attribute  the  decifion 
of  the  Houfe  to  "  inflamed  paflion."*  Mr. 
Pitt  knows,  that  no  anonymous  mifreprefen- 
tations  and  calumnies  can  be  fo  prejudicial  to 
his  pretenfions  as  this  motion,  which  will  witnefs 
for  ever  againft  him  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  This  Jacobin  jargon  of  the  P.  An- 
fvverer  is  beneath  even  contempt — his  abufe  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  borrowed  from  the 
worft  language  of  the  worft  times  of  the  Vv-orfl: 
oppofitions,  and  is  the  more  calum.nious  and  im- 
pudent, as  no  man  ever,  till  lately,  contended 
more  for  the  infallibility  and  impeccability  of  ma- 
jorities than  his  own  patron. 

I  fhall,  however,  fay  a  few  words  upon  the 
condu6t  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  upon  the 
difcuihon  of  the  property-taxf,  becaufe  the  P.  An- 
fwerer,  under  the  pretence  of  correfting  my  er- 
rors, has  publiflied  the  moft  deliberate  libel  upon 
another  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  very  willingly  admit  that  the  account  given  of 
this  matter  in  the  C.  R.  is  not  perfect  as  a  report 
of  parliamentary  proceedings.  They  were  indeed 
puhlifhed  a  few  days  after  this  difcuflion,  and 
feme  inaccuracy  might  perhaps  be  pardoned  to 

♦P.  A.p.  56.  T  July  15,  i8oj. 
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the  eagcrncfs  and  exertion  which  were  required 
to  bring  them  out  before  the  feparation  of  Par- 
Jiament.  My  ftateraent  however  W2is  fufficiently 
corre61,  as  it  was  only  given  to  fliew  the  defer- 
ence of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fof 
Mr.  Pitt's  authority,  when  he  could  not  be  con- 
vinced by  his  arguments  J  and  the  prejudicial 
confequences  to  the  revenue  of  that  Gentleman's 
interference :  in  neither  of  which  inftances  has 
the  P.  A.  thought  proper  to  contradi£l  me.  I 
fliall  not  now  defcend  into  a  financial  difpute 
with  him.  I  defire  to  know  what  excufe  he  can 
offer,  after  fix  months  leifure,  and  the  virulent 
accuferof  my  hafle  and  inaccuracy,  for  his  own 
fludied  and  deliberate  mifreprefentation — what 
apology  he  will  fubmit  to  theHoufe  for  the  fol- 
lowing moft  falfe  and  wilful  miflatement  and 
calumny? — ■ 

*'  One  hundred  and  fifty  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment voted  againft  Mr.  Pitt's  propofal  on  the 
13th  of  July,  and  on  the  14th  refigned  their  opi- 
nions without  giving  a  fingle  reafon  for  the 
change."  "  They  lifted  their  voice  in  favour  of 
the  queftion  on  one  day,  and  were  willing  to  de- 
clare againft  it  without  a  murmur  on  the  next  ."* 

Now,  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of  refer- 
ing  to  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  on  the  debates  of 
that  day  and  the  next  will  find,  that  there  is  not  one 
word  of  truth  in  this  ftatement,  coming  from  un- 

*  P.  A.  p.  62. 
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der  the  eye  of  the  Ex-chancellor  of  the  Exche-, 
quer,  and  the  pen  of  the  correEior  of  mifreprefen- 
tations  and  calumnies.  , 

Upon  the  firft  day  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  "  that  it 
be  an  inllruSlion  to  the  Committee  to  receive  a 
claufe,"  &c.  &c.  Againft  this  propofal,  it  was 
contended,  that  if  the  in{lru6tion  were  voted,  it 
would  be  mandatory  upon  the  Committee,  who 
would  thus  be  fettered  in  their  deliberations,  and 
the  queftion  pre-judged  ;  the  Speaker  too  de- 
clared, that  it  was  againft  the  ufages  of  the  Houfe. 
In  thefe  opinions  a  majority  concurred  of  150 
againft  50. 

It  could  not  have  efcaped  this  moft  Accurate 
Obferver,  that  the  Houfe  decided  upon  a  mere 
queftion  of  order,  and  that  the  motive  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  majority  was  not  oppofttion  to  the 
matter  but  to  the  mode  of  Mr.  Pitt's  propofal. 
They  defired  only  to  conform  to  the  ufages  of  the 
Houfe,  as  declared  by  the  Speaker,  and  to  go 
unfettered  into  the  Committee.  They  thought, 
and  the  Speaker  had  declared  the  inftru£iion  to 
be  either  imperative  or  unnecefiary. 

Now,  is  it  poft^ible  for  any  man  who  hns  regard 
even  for  the  remnant  of  his  reputation,  and  the 
memory  of  his  better  fame,  to  pretend,  that  thefe 
hundred  and  fifty  Gentlemen  rofe  pledged  to 
vote  one  way  or  other  upon  the  principle,  by  the 
part  they  had  taken  in  the  divifion  upon  this  mo- 
tion of  order  ?  Can  Mr.  Pitt  contend,  that  they 
E  who 
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who  exprefsly  demanded  to  go  free  into  the 
Committee,  by  that  demand  had  bound  them- 
felves,  and  came  into  it  engaged  ?  Upon  the 
next  day  the  claufc  was  certainly  voted  in  the 
Committee  J  but  what  excufe  is  there  for  ca- 
lumniating this  Committee  for  having  adopted 
it,  becaufe  it  was  free  to  reje£l  it,  or  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Houfe,  for  having  defended  their 
ufages?  Can  any  thing  prove  the  truth  of  the 
Speaker's  obfervation,  that  the  inftruftlon  was 
unneceiTary,  more  than  the  aftual  adoption  of 
the  claufe  without  the  inftruftion?  I  will  not  afk 
the  P.  Anfwerer  to  blufh  upon  this  occafion, 
for  he  has  feen  Pharfalia,  but  I  truil  he  will  ne- 
ver again  appear  before  the  public  as  a  corrector 
of  calumnies  and  mifreprefentations  ! 

I  muft  take  this  opportunity  of  obferving,  that 
notwithllanding  all  that  was  faid  by  Mr.  Pitt 
■upon  this  occafion  in  the  Houfe,  (and  that  is  re- 
peated by  the  P.  A.)  I  can  aflert  with  confidence, 
that  it  is  not  true,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
clicquer  had  received  the  fmallelt  intimation  of 
his  intention  to  oppofe  any  part  of  the  Bill  upon 
the  ground  of  a  violation  of  public  faith,  until  the 
very  morning  of  the  debate.  I  could  atteft  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  carried 
this  information ;  but  as  a  Near  Obferver,  I  think 
myfelf  capable  of  bearing  witnefs  that  this  grand 
manoeuvre  loll  nothing  of  its  efre6t  by  any  pre- 
vious 
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vious  preparation ;  I  can  affure  him  that  the  fur- 
prize  was  complete ! 

Before  I  follow  the  P.  A.  in  the  general  view 
he  has  taken  of  the  mcafures  of  Government,  I 
think  it  proper  to  vindicate  myfelf  againft  the 
charge  of  inconiiHency  which  he  has  brought 
againft  me  for  having  faid,  that  I  had  no  reafon  to 
doubi  but  that  the  public  w-ould  be  well  fatisiied 
if  Mr.  Pitt  would  accept  a  feat  in  the  Cabinet ; 
and    that  nothing  would  give  me  individually 
more  fatisfE61:ion   than   to   hear  him  firmly  and 
zealoufly   giving  his   fupport  to  the  King's  fer- 
vants.     It  is  not  true  that  I  have  ftated  the  Ri^ht 
Hon.  Gentleman  to  poffefs   nothing  but   ''  the 
mere  gift  of  eloquence,"  ihave  not  been  backward 
to  acknowledge  "  his  great  financial  abilities," 
and  his  "  ftill  great  influence"  in  the  country ; 
although  I  have  not,  and  could  not  have  avoided 
the  difagreeable  office  of  fliewing  how  unfortu- 
nately for  his  country,  his  eloquence,   his  finan- 
cial Ikill,  and  his  influence  have  been  employed 
fmce  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  for  his  return 
to  office.     Does  any  man  think  that  if  that  nego- 
tiation had  taken  another  turn  I  fliould  have  had 
thefe  complaints  to  prefer,  or  that  Mr.  Patten's 
motion  might  not  have  been  confcientioufy  nega- 
tived even  by  Mr.  Canning  himfelf? 

But  if  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  really  dilhonoured 
himfelf  by  becoming <3/7  accejfion  to  Mr.  Adding- 

E  2  ton's 
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ton's  Adminiftration,  how  will  that  great  logi- 
cian, the  Plain  Anfwerer,  prove  it  inconfiftent 
with  malevolence  to  defire  it  ? 

Certainly,  if  it  be  malice  and  animofity  towards 
Mr.  Pitt,  not  to  wiOi  to  fee  him  in  the  chief 
place,  I  am  guilty  of  it  3  and  as  certainly,  if  there 
be  nothing  hoftile  in  defiring  that  he  fliould  oc- 
cupy that  (ituation  for  which  his  talents  are 
adopted,  I  am  free  of  this  cenfure.  No  man 
has  better  juftified  than  he,  the  famous  obfcr- 
vation,  that 

Tel  brille  au  fecond  rang  qui  s'cclipfe  au  premier. 
That  he  neither  underftood  the  ftate  of  Europe, 
nor  the  nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  is  a  part 
of  hiftory,  that  his  original  error  infe6bed  the 
whole  character  of  the  war,  and  made  its  whole 
condu6t,  to  ufe  an  expreffion  of  Mr,  Burke's,  one 
error y  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man,  who  would 
vvilh  to  pafs  for  a  Statefman  or  even  an  obferver 
of  events  j  that  he  is  a  moft  able  financier  and  a 
moll  eloquent  Senator,  is,  I  think,  conceded  by 
all  parties.  Is  this  no  reputation — no  dift.in£lion, 
or  advantage  ?  I  think  it  is  his  flatterer  who  is 
his  enemy,  and  not  I ;  for  I  would  have  him  where 
he  is  certain  to  fliine,  and  to  fliinc  amongft  the 
highefl: ;  but  he  would  place  him  again  where  he 
and  half  mankind  have  eternal  reafon  to  regret 
that  he  has  ever  afcended. 

Neither  is  it  altogether  unfriendly,  that  any 

one 
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one  (hould  wifh,  (after  what  has  taken  place,)  to 
fee  him  out  of  all  danger  of  being  abforbed  in 
thofe  cryptogamic  coalitions,  of  which  I  obferved 
the  firft  figns  on  the  9th  of  Dec.  18G3.  He  had 
furely  better  (hine  even  a  fecondary  ftar  in  the 
vault  of  power,  than  become  even  the  brighteft 
pebble  of  that  confufed  Mofaick  patchwork  of 
parties,  which  he  fees  upon  the  floor  oppofite  to 
him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  will  now  diftinftly  fatisfy  the  Plain  Anfwerer, 
how,  without  either  malice  or  inconfiftency,  it  is 
poffible  for  me  to  regret  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  not 
pleafed  to    accept  a  feat  in  Mr.  Addington's 
Adminiftration.     I  am  firmly  perfuaded  (unjuftly 
if  the  P.  A.  pleafes;  but  I  am  firmly  perfuaded) 
that  there  is  no  mezzo  termine  between  his  fapport 
and  his  hoftility  to  Government,  and  (as  I  prefer 
open   manly  oppofition  to  his  infidious  motions 
of  order,  and  had  rather  he  would  coalefce  with 
one  than  co-operate  with  all  the  oppofitions,}  I 
mull  fay,  no  eleftion  between  his  afliftance  and 
the  very  worft  fpecies  of  hoftility.    There  are 
fpecks  in  our  horizon  which  teach  every  wife  man 
to  prepare  for  more  ftorms  than  one.     Be  abfent 
every  unjuft  and  unworthy  thought,  while  1  fay, 
that  never  yet  did  our  duty  to  our  Country,  our 
Sovereign,  and  our  God,  fo  imperioufly  command 
to  watch  over  our  afflifted   ftatc,  to   prote6l  its 
integrity,  to  fight   againft  evils  from  abroad   and 
from  home,  from  the  malice  of  man,  and  the  dif- 
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penfations  of  Heaven !  Shall  it  not  be  lawful  to 
invoke  unanimity  at  fuch  an  hour,  to  deprecate 
every  fpecies  of  diflraftion  ?  May  I  not  defire 
the  eloquence  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  upon 
the  fide  of  Government,  to  defend  the  preroga- 
tives of  his  Mafter,  and  the  facred  limits  of  the 
Conllitution  ? 

It  has  been  obje£^ed,  by  a  great  and  impartial 
judge,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  *'  that 
power  not  fame  was  the  principle  of  his  ambi- 
4on."  *  I  confefs  myfelf  to  have  alwavs  been  of 
this  opinion,  .which  his  conduft  fmce  his  refig- 
nation  has  made  evident  to  the  moft  diflant  and 
the  dulleft  obfervation.  Power  then  I  would 
give  him,  but  not  the  power  to  imprefs  again  his 
individual  character  and  temper  upon  our  public 
councils  ;  I  would  affign  him  a  department,  but 
not  the  ftate — thefe  are  my  wilbes,  but  1  acknow- 
ledge as  a  part  of  my  own  liberty  the  free  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  to  place  him  and  every 
other  of  its  fubjefts  in  that  fituation  where  his 
virtues  or  abilities  may  be  moft  ufeful  to  the  Hate. 
I  fay  of  my  own  liberty,  for  1  would  have  it 
clearly  and  diftin6tly  underftood,  that  if  my  Lord 
Grenville,  or  any  other  family  of  better  pre- 
tenfions,  could  fucceed  in  dictating  to  the  Sove- 
reign the  choice  of  his  Minifters,  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjecf  would  be  as  completely  overwhelmed 
as  the  privilege  of  the  King.     It  is  our  right,  and 

♦  Purfuits  of  Literature,  p.  84,  5th  Edit. 
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at  this  moment  perhaps  the  moft  valuable  of  our 
ri"-hts,  to  have  our  affairs  adminiftered  by  thofe 
men  whom  the  King  indicates— by  thofe  v^^hom 
he  loves  and  trufts— by  thofe  who  will  be  content 
to  be  his  fervants,  not  his  mafters  and  ours. 

I  cannot  forbear  from  thinking,  that  if  the 
Rio-ht  Hon.  Gentleman  had  condefcended  to  be 
this  accejion  to  His  Majefty's  Government,  fome 
benefit  might  have  derived  from  his  fervices.  I 
think  he  would  not  have  fat  filent  behind  the 
Treafury  Bench,  or  have  expreffed  his  diffatis  ■ 
faction  privately  to  Mr.  Canning,  when  that 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  promulged  his  flagitious 
do6trine  of  "  Men— not  Meafures ;"  I  think  he 
would  have  thundered  againft  thofe  Committees 
of  fear  and  defpondency  in  which  Colonel 
Crawford  leads  the  van,  and  Mr.  Windham 
brings  up  the  rear!  Certain  it  is  that  he  would 
have  needed  no  Plain  Anfwerer  to  attack  every 
aft  of  the  Government,  to  libel  majorities  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  condemn  the  peace  he 
himfelf  had  applauded,  and  to  abufe  the  Minifters 
whofe  encomium  he  had  folemnly  pronounced! 

Surely  there  is  nothing  hoftile  in  wiHiing  anf 
thing  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that  might 
have  fpared  him  the  character  in  which  he  ap- 
pears as  the  patron  of  this  writer.  Whether  I 
look  to  the  Jacobin  cant  and  hypocrify  of  ma- 
jorities, voting  "  from  inflamed  pafTion,"  or, 
"  againfl  their  vote  of  yefterday  j"  or  to  the  inii- 
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nuatJon  againft  the  ^w«/f  charafter  of  the  Chan 
cdJor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  envious  attack 

"ponhtscondua  in  the  Speaker's  Chair,  or  the 

affert,on,  that  the  Continent-of  Europe  confiders 

nej,ft,ceof  the  war  as  on  the  fide  of  France;  or 

the  mfebJe  ..ahce  againft  ..vfelf,  I  .„,„  from 

cldtHl!^'''^"'^"'''''>''^^'"-"-r 

If  it.'ifcnat  enough  for  Mr.  Addington  to  ex- 

prefs  difapproUation  of  my  pages,  «hat  atone- 

mem— -what    expiation   can    be    offered    for 

thele?  Is  ,t  for  Mr.  PxTT  to  fay  or  to  counte- 
nance. t.hat  "he  thinks  well  of  Mr.  Adbing- 
TON  s  private  cliaraffer  in  many  refpeBsr'*  that 
h.»  condua  in  .he  Speaker's  Cha.r  was  nothing 
but  co,np,a,rance  andmanagement,"  and  "  that 
he  Pffumed  the  apfeara,.e.  only  of  higher  quali- 

fcnbe  m  fuch  low detraaion  as  the  following-  '•  „o 
man  ,s  more  conrreous  than  Mr.  Addikgton 
-no  man  takes  fo  much  pains  to  recommend 
nimfelf  univerfallv  "     "rran^^tc        r     , 
has  been  deficient  m   every  dutiful  attention  in  ■ 
a  certam  quarter.     It  is  to   be  hoped   that  in  ad- 
vancmg   himfelf,    in   recommending    his    own 
pretenfions,   l,e  has  been  careful  not  to  depre- 
ciate thofe  of  others!"]; 

There  low  and  dirty'caluntnies  deferve  no  an- 
fvvcr.     When  did  Mr.  Abbi^cton  .Jva„ceh\^. 

.     '''•'^  -fp'??.  *ibid. 
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felf  ?  When  did  he  recommend  his  own  preten- 
fions?  Whom  has  he  depreciated?  Upon  whofe 
fubjea  has  he  poit'oned  the  Royal  Ear  ?  Not  cer- 
tainly upon  Mr.  Pitt's,  whom  it  is  not  denied, 
that  he  would  have  recommended  to  His  Majeft/ 
to  re-admit  into  his  Cabinet,  not  only  upon  a 
footino-  of  e(|uality  with  himfelf,  but  far  beyond 
it,  *  and  the  negotiation  for  whofe  re-admiflion 
the  P.  A.  contends y  originated  with  him  I 

Why  does  he  think  Mr.  Addington  had  not 
rea/  titles  to  the  reputation  he  acquired  in  the 
Chair  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  Why  does 
he  think  well  of  his  private  charafter  only  in 
many  refpeas?    Let  him  Ipeak  out— why  not  in 

all?' 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  (as 
they  call  themfelves)  complain  of  mifreprcfen- 
tation  and  calumny — with  what  grace  let  the 
world  decide— even  if  they  had  caufe  or  pre- 
tence for  it.  The  C.  R.  have  touched  no  pri- 
vate chara6ter  but  to  commend  it ;  and  they  are 
even  taxed  by  the  P.  A.  with  m.alice  for  not  con- 
taining a  panegyric  upon  Mr.  Windham's  chi- 
valrous nature,  his  academ.ical  acquirements,  and 
even  his  manners  as  a  gentleman."t  I  really  did 
not  know  tliat  it  was  expeaed  from  m.e  to  pro- 
nounce hiseulogium — it  was  with  his  inconfiften- 

*  Curfory  Remarks,  p.  46. 
+  P.  A.  p.  39. 
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cies  as  a  flatefman  that  my  bufiners  lay,  and  not 
with  his  happy  gifts  or  acquirements.* 

It  was  as  the  fecret  oppofer  of  the  negotiations 
at  Lifle,  and  their  public  defender — as  the  organ 
and  father  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  while  he 
was  in  office,  and  their  moft  ftrenuous  enemy  upon 
the  Oppofition  Bench — as  the  great  inciter  and 
provoker  of  the  war — as  the  Statefman,  who  on 
the  9th  of  November,  "  would  have  antici- 
pated THE  BLOW,"  and  who  contended  on  the 
2d  of  March,  when  it  was  ftruck,  that  **  he  was 

THE  very  last  MAN  WHO  COULD  BE  SUPPOSED 
TREiSDY  TO  PROPOSE  THE  RENEWAL  OF  HOS- 
TILITIES." 

It  was  with  the  magnanimous  verfatility 
of  Mr.  Windham,  (which  the  Plain  Anfwerer 
thinks  I  have  not  proved)  that  I  thought  I  had 
to  do,  and  not  with  the  reft  of  his  chivalry ;  but 
fmce  the  Anfwerer  will  have  more  of  his  cha- 
ra£ter  from  my  pencil,  and  leaft  a  fecond  charge 
of  envy  fhould  be  brought  againftme,  I  willeiTay 

*  I  might  plead  however  in  defence  or  apology  for  thefe 
omiffions,  that  I  have  not  fet  down  his  *'  imprudence" — his 
•'  indifcretions" — his  "  extremes"— and  his  feeling  it  "  as  a  duty 
to  urge  and  prefs  his  own  oppofite  opinions  then  molt,  when  hemoft 
difagrees  with  the  fentiments  of  the  public."  P.  A.  p.  41.  I  might 
alledge,  that  in  commeading  him  as  a  fcholar  and  a  gentleman, 
I  have  taken  no  pains  to  fhew  his  unfitnefs  for  the  chief  place  in 
an  Adminiftration.  Perhaps  Mr.  Windham  may  have  as  little 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  infidious  panegyric  of  the  Plain 
Anfwerer  as  with  any  cenfure  I  may  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
hazarding  againft  his  political  condud.     A  low  rival  is  more  to 

be  dreaded  than  a  liberal  enemv. 
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the  talk,   not  without  confcioufnefs   of  my  iiia- 
bili<:y  to  do  it  jufiice. 

I  woold  reprefent  him  then,  if  I  were  able, 
as  a  man  of  a  fagacious  but  eccentric  mind,  and 
of  aftrons',  viirorous  and  cultivated  uridejftar.dinH:. 
He  has  wit,  learning,  talents,  and  a  mafculine 
eloquence,  formed  rather  to  coerce  than  perfuade, 
with  a  certain  lotrinefb  ot  natu:e  which  pierces 
through  the  happiefi.  temper  and  the  eaHell  con- 
verfation.  He  is  grrat  in  the  momeols  of  relax- 
ation, and  amiable  when  the  bow  is  bent. — Vv'hat 
does  the  P.  A.  think  of  my  pi£Vure  r — He  in- 
trigues for  no  ftatues — he  celebrates  no  birth- 
days— he  mendicates  no  popularity — he  liftensto 
no  lying  ballads  written  in  his  own  praife,  bj 
his  own  creatures — his  ambition  lioops  to  nothing 
m.ean — he  does  nothing  fervilkcr  pro  dominatlom  \ 
fhall  I  add,  that  i  knovv  of  no  private  gentleman 
more  entitled  torefpecl,  eflcem,  and  admiration  j 
that  in  him  \  perceive  with  pride,  the  noble  Eng- 
lilh  character,  the  generous  tafte  and  virtue  of 
the  foil,  and  that  I  know  of  no  glafs  in  which 
the  rifing  talents,  the  ambition,  and  the  hope 
of  the  country  can  drefs  themfelves  more  be- 
comingly I  What  fays  the  corrector  of  mifre- 
prefentations  and  calumnies? — Speak  cut.  Sir — 
am  I  a  vile  dauber,  or  do  you  acknowledge  a  like- 
nefs?  Do  you  perceive  whom  it  does  refemble, 
and  of  what  medal  it  might  ferve  almoll:  for  the 
reverfe  ? 

Still  for  all  this  I  mufl  lament,  (lament  the  more 
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for  all  this)  the  inconftancy  of  his  opinions,  the 
difcordance  of  his  recorded  votes,  the  irrecon- 
cileable  inconfiflencies  and  contradiftions  of  his 
public  conduct.  They  are  of  a  character  too 
flagrant  and  too  formidable  in  example,  particu- 
larly by  the  fide  of  fo  much  that  is  fedu6tive  and 
amiable — for 

"  In  a  falfe  difloyal  knave — ■ 


Thefe  are  but  tricks  of  cuftom  ;  but,  in  a  man  that's  juft 

they  are  mod  unpardonable,  moft  unjuft,  and 
molt  dangerous  to  the  caufe  of  virtue. 

What  pity  is  it  that  his  "  chivalrous  nature" 
can  difpute  no  laurels  but  his  own,  that  no  other 
champion  feems  worthy  of  his  provvefs,  and  that 
he  difdains  every  vi£tory  which  he  does  not 
fnatch  from  himfelf ! — He  appears  to  me  to  play 
with  his  reputation  too  much  like  children,  who 
build  up  houfes  with  cards  to  fhew  their  flvill, 
and  throw  them  down  to  exhibit  their  force  ;  fo 
has  he  played  at  militia  and  at  volunteers,  fo  at 
peace  and  war,  fo  at  vigour  beyond  the  law,  and 
other  dangerous  games,  till  one  would  hardly  be 
aftoniOied  to  catch  him  playing  at  prudential  re- 
volt, and  majefty  of  the  people  I 

The  Plain  Anfvverer  has  furnifned  a  long  cata- 
logue of  the  errors  and  mifcondudt  in  Minilters, 
upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  *'  might  have  been  dilfatis- 
fied."*  There  is  however  only  one  objection  in  my 
mind  of  fufficient  confequence  to  require  the 
•  P.  67,  and  elfc where. 
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flighted  obfervation.     This  applies  to  the  con» 
dua  of  the  negotiations  with  France,  for  as  to  the 
charge  of  having  mifled  the  public  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  duration  of  the  late  peace,  it  is 
«  too  foolijh,    almoji    too  injulting   to   be   noticedr 
I  cannot  repent  of  a  fingle  fyllable  that  I  have 
uttered  upon  that  fubje6t.     I   do   think  at  this 
moment,  after  the    matureft  deliberation,   that 
whoever  confided  in  the   duration  of  that  peace 
was  not  impofed  upon  by  the  reprefentations  of 
Minifters,  but  by  the  weaknefs  of  his  own  judg- 
ment. 

As  to  them,  they  were  peculiarly  bound  to 
abllain  from  every  expreffion  which  could  have 
been   mifunderftood  or    m.ifreprefented  by  the 
French  Cabinet,    or  which  could  have  irritated 
the  vaineft  and  moil  ir^fcible  of  mankind.     A 
doubt  of  the  continuance  of  peace  in  their  mouth 
had  been  almoft  a  declaration  of  war ;  nor  could 
they  indulge  in  reflexions  upon  the  charafter  and 
difpofition  of  Bonaparte,  the  true  problem  of  the 
peace.    It  was  to  their  a£i:s  that  every  candid  man 
muft  have  looked  for  their  opinion.  They  main- 
tained a  peace  eftablifliment  of  50,000  feamen,* 
and  out  of  the  whole  army'  (with  the  exception 
of  a  few  regiments  of  cavalry,  whofe  reform  was 

•  Mr.  Pitt's  Peace  Eftablifliment  in  1792,  upon  the  eve  of 
the  war,  and  when  every  man  of  common  underftanding  mua 
have  feen  that  the  duration  of  the  Peace  was  to  the  full  as  proble- 
matical as  in  1802,  was  15,000.!!!'. 
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loudly  demanded  upon  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
grain,  and  for  motives  of  economy,)  they  difband- 
ed  not  more  than  1500  men;  out  of  thefe  too, 
one  thoufand  were  difcharged  from  the  guards 
by  their  officers  as  being  under  the  ftandard 
heigiit  *  The  violence  and  the  infolence  of 
France  were  before  the  public,  and  the  preten- 
fion  of  her  Government  to  preclude  us  froni  all 
interference  with  the  affairs  of  the  Continent 
was  repelled  by  the  folemn  arcrtion  of  His  Ma- 
jefly's  right  and  refolution  to  v.£t  upon  it,  in  his 
fpeech  upon  the  opening  of  the  feflion  of  Par- 
liament.f 

This  the  P.  A.  with  the  new  decency  of  the 
Pitt  and  Grenville  vocabulary,  calls  "  a  maf- 
ter-piece  of  unmeaning  and  indefinite  compo- 
fition,  to  be  conilrued  hereafier  as  circumflances 
and  occalions  might  require."  But  no  man  can 
join  in  fo  faolith  an  inve6live,  but  thofe  who  be- 
lieve that  I3is  Mujefly  could  have  intended  under 
any  pofiible  circumftances  to  ratify  the  arrogant 
pretenfion  of  the  Firfi:  Conful  s  and  that  if  he  had 
intendi.'d  it,  he  would  have  recorded,  in  the 
archives  of  the  nation,  his  mofl  folemn  decla- 
ration to  the  contrary ! ! 

I  cannot  therefore  withdraw  my  cxprefTion, 
that  whoever,  v;ith  all  thefe  documents  before 
him,  cou/d  confide  in  the  duration  of  the  late  peace y  was 

*  Parliamentary  Debates  J   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  De- 
cember 14,  1803. 

i  N0V.3,    I S02,  vide  the  C.  R.  p.  ^6, 

nature's 
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nature's  fool  and  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's. The  gentleman  who  writes  under 
the  fignature  of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  does 
not  fcruple  the  mean  artifice  of  mifquoting  in 
order  to  mifreprefent  me.  For  "  confiding  in 
duration  of  the  peace,  he  cites  me,  under  in- 
verted commas^  as  faying  "  that  whoever  believed  in 
the  probability  of  peace,'*  &c.  To  fuch  difinge- 
nuous  and  difnonourable  dealing  there  is  no  an- 
fvver  but  contempt.  Indeed  the  writer  has  fmce 
affixed  his  name  to  his  pubhcation,  and  I  am  re- 
venged.* 

The  P.  A.  difapproves  of  the  terms  of  the  late 
peace,  and  doubts  whether  it  were  not  impo- 
litic to  have  concluded  it — is  it  not  wonderful 
what  liberties  his  people  take  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
now  too,  that  it  is  certain  how  angry  he  was  with 
Mr.  Canning?  I  am  miferably  fcolded  too,  for 
thinking  that  the  terms  of  a  peace  might  be  bet- 
ter than  any  one  expefted,  and  yet  the  peace 
itfelf  mt)ft  uncertain  and  problematical.  Many 
perfons,  1  believe,  will  be  dull  enough  not  to  per- 

*  Some  perfons  have  taken  ofFence  at  my  expreffion,  whom  I 
fhould  the  lead  have  fufpedtcd  of  requiring  to  be  referred  to  their 
DitP.ioiiary — Dr.  Johnson  fays — 

To  confide — confident — confidence — to  put  one's  trufi  in — 
firm  belief— affured  htyond  doubt — trufiing  luithout  limits— 'fe- 
cnre  of/uccefs.  Sec.  &c.  Query,  had  the  ingenuous  Member  of 
Parliament  looked  at  the  Diftionary  before  he  fubfiituted  hii  own 
trivial  expreffion  ? 
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ceive  any  inconfiftcncy  in  me,  nor  any  motive  for 
tlie  lilly  triumph  of  my  opponent  upon  this  topic. 
Hts  opinion  upon  the  terms  of  the  peace  is  good 
for  nothing,  we  have  his  mailer's  authority  againft 
him;  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  peace  Mr. 
Pitt's  opinion  is  alfo  with  me,  and  the  P,  A. 
has  even  cited  him  for  it.* 

The  continuance  of  the  peace  however,  as  I 
apprehend,  did  not  depend  upon  the  merit  of  the 
terms,  but  upon  the  fecret  mind  of  the  enemy ; 
fo  that  its  conditions  might  even  have  been 
**  brilliant,"  (for  which  exprelhon  I  am  falfely 
cited,  by  the  accurate  P.  A.)  and  its  duration  pro- 
blematical. 

When  thehoftile  refolution  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment was  afcertained  beyond  a  doubt  by  our 
AmbafTador,  and  inftead  of  receiving  fatisfaction 
for  the  viTongs  we  complained  of,  we  were  or- 
dered to  evacuate  Malta,  or  to  prepare  for  his  in- 
vafion.  Lord  Whit  worth  returned  and  the  war 
followed,  for  which  we  had  during  two  months 
been  making  vigorous  preparations. — Does  Mr. 
Pitt  doubt  of  this  hoftile  difpofition  ? — If  not,  it 
is  a  great  pity  that  he  Oiould  difapprove  of  the 
negotiations. 

Upon  tliis  head  I  find  two  objections — firft, 
"  that  we  ought  to  have  treated  with  all  our  con- 
quells  in  our  hands,''  fecondly,  "  that  we  were 

'?  •  P.  A.  p.  75. 
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firm  where  we  ought  to  have  been  conciliating,, 
and  conciliating  where  we  ought  to  have  beea 
firm.  Had  our  condu£\:  therefore  been  completely 
inverted,  the  P.  A.  is  of  opinion,  that  we  n>ight 
ftiil  have  remained  at  peace.* 

My  anfwer  muft  neceflarily  be  concife,  but  I 
hope  it  will  be  able  to  avoid  obfcurity.  To  the 
iirft  objeftion  I  reply,  that  if  we  had  made  none 
of  the  reftitutions  ftipulated  in  the  treaty,  we 
could  have  had  no  pretence  to  refent  the  condu£t 
of  the  French.  Had  we  given  no  proof  of  our 
own  good  faith,  what  .ground  could  we  have 
affigned  for  complaining  of  the  duplicity  of  the 
Conful?  But  we  wavered  about  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  !  We  did  fo.  When  Swifferland  im- 
plored our  interference,  we  witheld  the  Cape ; 
when  it  was  afcertained  that  no  Continental 
Power  would  defend  thofe  unfortunate  Cantons,, 
and  they  determined  to  make  no  effort  of  them- 
felves,  we  proceeded  in  the  evacuation.  I  know 
it  may  be  faid,  that  Bonaparte,  by  a  fraudulent 
peace,  has  fvvindled  us  out  of  this  and  other  pof- 
fefTions.  For  my  part,  I  confefs,  that  I  would 
by  no  means  have  it  otherwife.  The  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  with  Martinique,  and  all  the  reft  of 
our  reftitutions,  are  better  in  his  hands  than  in, 
ours,  for  there  they  fland  a  fixed  andinconteflible 
monument  of  the  Britifh  honour  and  fmcerity. 

•P.  95. 
E  There- 


There  they  prove  that  vvc  were  ingenuous,  and 
earned  in  our  defire  to  maintain  the  Peace,  and 
that  we  proceeded  with  good  faith  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  proviiions ;  neither  can  any  ftatefman  be 
blind  or  perverfe  enough  to  pretend  that  any  great 
danger  or  important  difficulty  will  refult  in  this 
war,  from  their  transfer  to  an  enemy  alike  def- 
titute  of  a  military  marine,  and  commercial  re- 
fources.  Such  a  man  will  not  weigh  a  diflant 
colony,  and  an  anchorage,  againft  the  opinion 
and  favour  of  the  univerfe. 

To  the  fecond  objedlion  it  need  only  be  an- 
fwercd,  that  we  were  conciliatory  in  the  begin- 
ning, and  firm  at  the  end  of  the  negotiation ;  and 
that  the  oppofite  mode  was  not  fo  profperous  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues,  as  to 
have  given  him  any  jufl  right  of  prefcribing  it 
to  future  Adminiftrations. 

How  did  he  treat  with  Catharine  the  Second, 
in  1 79 1,  when  he  mediated  in  the  caufe  of  Tur- 
key, and  eventually  of  Poland  ;  when  Prullia  was 
our  ally,  and  eager  to  drive  back  the  Ruffian 
empire  to  its  Afian  confine  ?  Have  we  forgotten 
the  armament  of  that  year,  and  the  tone  that  ac- 
companied it?  Did  he  not  command  that  po- 
tent Princefs  to  evacuate  Oczakozi\  or  prepare  for 
war,  in  the  very  tones  of  Bonaparte,  who  has 
unluckily  taken  him  only  fo  far  for  his  prototype 
and  his  model  ?  Here  then  was  firmnefs  in  the  be- 
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ginning,  and  there  was  no  want  of  conciliation 
in  the  end  ;  for  he  mofl:  obligingly  retraced  every 
firm  word  he  had  uttered ;  and  Icaft  his  own 
minifler  fhould  be  difcredited  for  his  vcrfatility, 
he  allowed  the  oppoiition  benches  to  be  publicly 
reprefented  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and  the  treaty 
figned  by  Mr.  Faulkner,  to  be  guaranteed  by 
Mr.  Robert  Adair,  the  minifler  plenipotentiary 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  ! 

So  in  the  affair  of  Copenhagen,  how  firm  was 
he  in  the  beginning  !     His  negotiator  proceeded, 
efcorted  by  a  formidable  armament,  under  a  molt 
gallant  Admiral,  to  demand  reparation  ;  but,  in 
the  conclufion,  came  his  never-failing  concilia- 
tion, and  nothing  was  repaired — but  the  Freya  I 
So  too  in  Egypt,  his  firmnefs  in  the  beginning, 
cancelled  the  treaty  of  El-iVrifch  ;  and  his  conci- 
liation, in  the  end,  would  have  reftored  it — had 
it  not  been  too  late  ! !     Neither  does  Lord  Gren- 
viLLE  arrange  his  fortitude  and  condefcenfion  in 
a  happier  order,  for  that  great  Minifler  had  un- 
luckily thrown  away   all    his   conciliation  upon 
Barras,    Merlin,    and    Lepeau,   and   refervcd 
nothing  but  firmnefs  for  Bonaparte  ! 

It  cannot  therefore  be  allowed  that  Mr.  Ad- 
DiNGTON  had  fo  completely  mi/placed  thefe  ce- 
lebrated qualities  in  the  late  negotiations ;  neither 
can  it  be  admitted  that  there  exifts  any  reafon  for 
lamenting  that  the  peace  was  not  continued  after 
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Lord  Whitworth  had  afccrtained  the  hoftile 
refolution  of  the  Firfl:  Conful.  Will  the  P.  A.  tell 
me  how  this  peace  was  to  be  prolonged,  but  by 
proceeding  in  the  reftitution  of  thefe  places, 
with  which  he  would  have  had  us  negotiate  in 
our  own  hands?  Or  will  he  fay  that  the  peace, 
as  experience  had  fhewn  it,  was  fuch  a  ftate  as 
any  wife  Minifter  would  have  been  anxious  to 
prolong  ? 

But  there  would  have  been  ftill  a  greater  dan- 
ger, if  the  conciliation  and  firmnefs  of  Minifters 
had  followed  Mr.  Pitt's  order  inftcad  of  their 
own ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  who  will  fay  that  the  quar- 
rel might  not  have  been  precipitated,  before  the 
people  were  convinced  that  it  was  not  to  be 
avoided  ?  Malta,  and  all  the  colonies  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  put  together,  are  not  to  be 
weighed  againft  the  convidion  of  the  country  in 
thejufticeof  its  caufc,  and  the  inevitable  necef- 
fity  of  the  war ! 

I  profefs  that  I  have  always  confidered  the 
King's  meflage  of  the  8th  of  March,  to  have  been 
a  wife,  vigorous,  and  well-timed  meafure !  It 
is  mere  folly  to  enquire  too  nicely  what  exad: 
quantity  of  force  the  Firfl:  Conful  had  in  readi- 
nefs  upon  that  day,  upon  the  coafts  of  Holland, 
and  the  Channel.  He  had  an  expedition  pre- 
pared, perhaps  for  the  mouths  of  the  MinKhppi; 
but  certainly  difpofcable  for  other  objcds,  and 
3  eafily 
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cafily  convertible  into  an  attack  upon  our  own 
fliores.  He  kept,  againft  the  faith  of  a  treaty,  a 
great  army  in  Holland,  which  he  had  taken  of- 
tenfible  meafures  to  withdraw,  but  whofe  march 
he  had  countermanded. 

But  if  he  had  not  poiTclTed  fuch  powerful  or 
fuch  evident  means  of  fudden  aggrellion,  were 
the  Britiih  Minifters  bound  to  wait,  with  crolTed 
arms,  till  they  were  greater ;  and  when  the  arro- 
gant Conful,  inftead  of  granting  fatisfadion  for 
our  injuries,  commanded  us  "  to  evacuate  Malta, 
or  expedl  his  invafion  ;"  were  they  to  mufter  his 
troops  and  gun  boats,  and  to  poflpone  all  de- 
fence till  they  received  the  proces-verhal  of  his 
armaments  ? 

Not  lefs  abfurd  is  the  complaint,  that  they  have 
not  feledled  the  befl:  or  moft  perfpicuous  motives 
fnv  the  war.  They  have  feleded  nothing.  It  is 
in  vain  to  reprefent  them  as  having  inlifted  upon 
this  point,  and  conceded  that,  as  if  there  had  been 
a  feries  of  negotiations,  upon  fome  of  which  they 
had  received  fatisfadlion,  or  abandoned  their  com- 
plaint, while  they  ftrenuoufly  perfilted  in  others. 
There  has  been  but  one ;  and  to  the  very  hour 
of  Lord  Whitworth's  departure  from  the  French 
capital,  that  negotiation  has  embraced  every  point, 
from  ihe  Fame  packet  to  the  miiTion  of  Sebaf- 
jiani.  Nobody  Iknows  better  than  Mr.  Pitt, 
jhat  Malta  is  but  a  part  of  the  caufe  of  the  war; 

and 
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and  that  it  is  Bonaparte,  not  the  King's  Mini- 
fters,  who  have  made  that  ifland  the  diredl  occa- 
lion  of  holiilities. 

I  am  ferry  to  obferve,  by  the  undiftinguifliing 
cciifuie  of  the  P.  A.  that  Mr.  Pitt  does  intend 
a  fyfcematic,  and  a  general  oppolition.  From 
Ireland  to  Holland,  and  from  Hanover  to  the  Vo- 
lunteers, he  ranges  the  whole  circle  of  all  pofTible 
cavil  and  chicane.  From  me  it  can  fcarcely  be 
cxpeded  to  difcufs  all  thefe  queflions,  nor  in- 
deed any  not  conneclied  with  the  ftate  of  parties ; 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  obferving,  that  it  is 
lingular  if  government  has  been  remifs,  errone- 
ous, or  criminal,  upon  any  of  thefe  fubjeds,  that 
Mr.  Pitt's  **  iendernefs''  fhould  flill  operate  to 
detain  him  from  his  place,  (I  mean  from  behind 
the  Treafury  Bench.) — Why  has  no  motion  been 
made,  or  enquiry  inflituted  into  every  part  of  this 
mafs  of  delinquency  ?  Why  have  vve  no  frefli  im- 
peachments, and  no  new  orders  of  the  day  ? 

Certainly  1  Ihall  not  undertake  the  defence  of 
the  Regency  of  Hanover,  for  not  tranfporting 
their  army,  which  would  not  have  been  tranf- 
portcd ;  nor  of  the  Englifh  Minifters  for  not 
having  fent  away  ours  to  the  Continent,  for  which 
Parliament  would,  I  think,  have  been  moved  to 
impeach  them!  Neither  fliall  1  (land  up  the  un- 
nccellaiy  champion  of  Lord  Hardvvick's  moll: 
mild,  firm,  and  conftitutional  admmiflration.  The 
lawful  charadlcr  of  the  ftate  trials,  under  his  go- 
vernment. 
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vernment,  may  be  a  painful  comment  upon  former 
times,  and  have  given  the  fame  fpecics  of  offence, 
as  was  caufed  by  the  repeal  of  the  fcdition  bills, 
and  the  rcftoration  of  the  habeas  corpus  acl,  in  this 
part  of  the  empiie.  But  it  were  an  unfortunate 
conditution  of  the  human  mind,  againft  which 
I  would  have  the  J'.  A.  put  his  friends  on  their 
guard,  to  look  upon  the  virtues  of  others,  as  the 
ftudicd  reproach  of  their  own  faihngs ;  and  to 
find,  in  every  thing  lenient  or  wife,  the  fecret  cen- 
fure  and  condemnation  of  themfelves  1 

Upon  the  volunteer  fyflcm,  1  fliall  content  my- 
felf  with  defying  the  P.  A.  to  produce  one  in- 
flancc  of  difcouragement  upon  the  part  of  Mi- 
niflers.  If  they  ought  to  accept  a  greater  num- 
ber of  offers,  why  is  no  motion  made  to  compel 
them?  As  far  as  I  have  obfcrved,  Minifters  have 
never  (Ijrunk  from  difcuilion;  they  have  riither 
courted  and  provoked  it;  even  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  Mr.  Addington's  financial  ftatcmeiit  of  the 
loch  of  December,  1802,  which  is  the  fole  mea- 
fure,  if  it  may  be  called  Coy  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  upon  which  he  had  any  intimation  that  Mr. 
Pitt  did  not  agree  with  him,  l^fi^rd  the  tender- 
nefs  of  his  order  of  the  day. 

But  if  to  difcourage  the  volunteer  army  be  an 
adt  of  delinquency,  with  what  decency  does  the 
P.  A.  afilime  the  defence  of  Mr.  Windham  ?*  He 
*•  thanks  God  they  could  not  be  difpirired ;"  and, 
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with  this  fanflimonious  appeal  in  his  mouth,  he 
attributes  the  attempt  to  difpirit:  them  to  the 
Minifler,  and  not  to  Mr.  Wiivdham. — Can  I 
apprehend  from  an  accufer  of  this  character? 

It  will  be  pardoned  me,  if  I  fay  a  few  words 
upon  one  or  two  inlulated  points,  where  1  have 
not  been  undcrllood,  or  wlicrc  I  have  been  mif- 
reprcfcntcd.  The  plaii:  P.  A.  does  not  compre- 
hend \\hat  I  mean,  by  faying  that  the  country 
governs  iticlf  in  fome  meafure,  under  the  prefent 
Miniftcrs  and/i?r  tbem^  and  the  iMcmber  of  ParHa- 
mcnt  pi-ofelTcs  the  fame  ta; dinefs  ot  apprehenfion. 
Doubtlcfs  I  owe  fome  apology  for  the  obfcurity  of 
my  exprefiion  to  thefe  very  luminouo  writers. 
Their  meaning  is  always  clear,  their  phrafe  pcr- 
fpicuous,  and  their  reafoningunanfvverable.  Such 
cannot  be  the  lot  of  common  men;  nor  is  it  for  me 
to  pjetcnd  to  gifts  or  advantages  like  theirs.  I  have 
to  lament  that  my  pages  have  palTed  under  no  other 
than  my  own  defedive  obfervation.  No  com- 
mittee has  fat  in  friendly  criticifm ;  no  quondam 
Minifler  infpired  or  revifcd  them.  Neither  had 
I  time  or  Icifure  for  that  *'  formal  adjuftment  of 
fentences,"  that  "  framing"  and  •'  labouring  of 
flyle,"  for  which  the  candid  P.  A.  is  pleafed  to 
give  me  credit.  He  may  believe,  if  he  pleafes, 
that  I  had  no  Minerva  but  Mr.  Patten  and  the 
3d  of  June.  Indignation,  however,  fometimes 
jnakcs  profe  as  well  as  verfes, 
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It  looks  indeed  as  it  the  dependents  of  Mr. 
Pitt  were  rather  wilfully  perplexed  for  thefenfcof 
a  phrafe  fo  trivial  and  familiar.  Had  1  laid  ^^  for 
the  Jake  of  Mini  ft  ers^''  they  would  probably  have 
comprehended  me  ;  but  the  effort  was  too  great  to 
explain,/(5r  ihcniy  by  its  equivalent.  The  public, 
however,  could  not  miftake  me :  for  it  knows, 
and  daily  confcffes,  by  feme  proof  of  p:i:riotifm, 
and  zeal,  and  pcrfonal  facrifice,  the  value  of  a 
mild  and  congenial  government,  fympathizing 
with  the  national  character,  and  the  true  organ 
of  its  own  feelings  and  principles.  That  the 
nation  governs  itfelf  more  for  them  than  for  their 
predecelTors,  witnefs  thofe  fevere  and  defpotic 
laws,  which  have  been  repealed  without  the  leaft 
infradiion  of  their  enacf^ments,  if  they  had  con- 
tinued in  force;  witnefs  that  Habeas  Corpus  Acl, 
which  has  been  reftored  without  the  fmalleft 
danger  or  ill  confequence;  witnefs  the  trials 
01  Defpard  and  Emmet,  with  the  traitors  in  their 
train,  which  were  conduced,  with  all  the  form, 
delay,  and  tranquillity  of  the  moft  ordinary 
profecutions,  and  the  happieft  times;  witnefs 
that  fpontaneous  and  confenting  burft  of  public 
fpirit  and  affedion,  which,  by  an  effort  of  which 
there  is  no  example,  has  given  them  a  patriot 
army,  the  flower  and  choice  of  evcy  rank,  or- 
der, and  profeflion  in  the  (late  I  Witnefs  that 
very  charge,  abfurd  and  perfidious  as  it  is,  that 
^  they 
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they  have  checked  the  ardour,  that  they  have 
bridled  the  enthufiafm  of,,the  country  ! ! 

How  different  from  thofe  unfortunate  and 
guilty  times,  which  fome  of  us  may  remember, 
when  a  difcontentcd  and  alienated  people  felt 
fomeJiingconfoling  in  the  public  calamities,  from 
the  mortification  of  infolcnce  and  pride,  and  the 
humiliation  of  arrogant  and  odious  authority! 

The  advocate  of  Mr.  Pitt  has  made  an  ex- 
traordinary difcovery,  that  the  habits  of  Mr. 
Adding  ton's  hfe,  as  he  calls  his  fervices  in  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  have  difqualified  him  for  a  Mi- 
nifler  of  State !  Why  then  did  not  this  Chair 
difqualify  My  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford,  or  the 
great  Lord  Grenville  himfelf?  Perhaps  it 
might  be  worth  while  to  confidcr  well,  if  time 
permitted  it,  what  habits  and  fludies  are  beft 
calculated  to  produce  a  Statefman,  fince  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  pronounced  not  only  a 
bad  fchool,  but  a  difqualifying  apprenticcfliij> ; 
and  fmce  the  anathema  comes  fiom  fo  high  an 
authority.  Perhaps  the  time  may  come  for  a 
fcbcr  inquiry,  whether  the  word,  the  very  worft 
confequenccof  our  public  debt,  be  not  the  fpecies 
of  neceffity  it  has  impofed  upon  us  of  taking  the 
firft  men  out  of  the  fccond  rank  of  abilities;  and 
fubduing  the  fcience  of  the  flate  under  that  of 
the  Stock  Exchange.  Peihaps  it  were  to  the  full 
as  Wife  to  fufped  that  the  familiarity  of   Cuflom 
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Houfes,    Excife  Offices,    and   the  loan  brokers, 
were  as  difqualifying  for  great  comprehenfive  and 
lofty  thoughts,  as  the  prefidency  in  Parliament; 
and  that  plodding  arithmetic  neither  enlarges  the 
heart,  nor  elevates  the  foul,  nor  ftrengthcns  the 
intelledtual  eye,  to  take  in  the  vaft  horizon  of  a 
Statefman's  meditation.     How   might  our  great 
deliverer  fluidder  in  his  tomb,  if  he  could  know 
that  the  public  debt,  he  inRituted  for  a  domeftic 
obied  of  policy,  had  entailed  this  curfe  upon  his 
people,    that   their   affairs   Ihould  neceffarily   be 
governed  by  mediocrity,  and  that  to  all  the  talents 
and  enterprize,  and  ambition  and  power  of  France, 
they  were  doomed  only  to  oppofe  the  fublime  of 
calculation,  and  the  genius  of  finance! 

Surely  we  have  had  experience  fufficient  during 
the  laft  war  of  the  empire  of  the  budget ;  but  if 
Mr.  Pitt  knew  the  difqualifying  quality  of  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  Mr.  Addington's  unfic- 
nefs  for  the  Miniftry,  what  i)OiTible  excufe  will  he 
make  for  the  famous  panegyric  in  which  he  pro- 
nounced him  "  all  m  all  fufficient"  ?— Here  then 
behold  another  calumny  of  the  Curfory  Remarks, 
fubffantiated  by  his  defender ! 

This  gentleman  next  prefers  rather  a  fingular 
charge  againft  His  Majefty's  Minilkrs,  for  having 
promoted  the  learning  and  piety  of  Dr.  Horfely, 
notwithftaiiding  that  this  Reverend  Lord  had  given 
a  vote  againft  them  in  Parliament  !  1 !      Let  their 
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enemies  defend  them  againlt  an  accufution  like 
this  ! 

Another  chapter  of  delinquency  is,  their  having 
accepted  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Tierney;  upon 
which  I  (hall  only  remark,  that  I  am  much  de- 
ceived, if  there  has  not  been  a  time  at  which  Mr, 
Pitt  himfelf  pointed  out  the  advantage  of  ob- 
taining the  afliilancc  of  this  gentleman. 

The  next  head  of  indidment  regards  Mr.  She- 
ridan, and  the  Minifters,  for  having  fometimcs 
been  aflifted  by  the  mafterly  eloquence  of  that 
accompli  filed  Senator.  Did  Mr.  Pi  ft  never 
commit  this  very  crime  ?  and  has  Mr.  Sheridan 
ever  negleded  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  the 
fuccour  of  the  State,  in  every  crifis  and  embar- 
raflnient?  Need  1  mention  the  mutiny,  the  in- 
valion,  or  any  other  occafion  fcized  by  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentlenum,  of  offei  ing  up  the  pailions 
of  party  upon  the  altar  of  his  country?  Oh, 
but  "  he  fays  he  will  accept  no  olhce  from  Mr. 
Addington."  Thus  the  P.  A.  cxprefTcs  his  in- 
credulity ;  and,  indeed,  a  profetlion  of  this  nature 
mud:  naturally  appear  mcrcdible  to  the  friends  of 
the  late  Minifteis.  Could  they  not  wait,  however, 
till  he  had  forfeited  his  pledge?  If  he  has  given 
fuch  a  one,  I  can  only  fay  I  am  truly  forry,  bccaufe  I 
think  he  will  wo/ forfeit  it;  but  1  hope  it  is  con- 
ditional, trebly  conditional,  like  another  pledge, 
Q^  which  the  bond  has  been  cancelled,  by  a  fcii- 
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tence  from  Tally's  Offices ! !  But  I  do  not  recoiled 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  ever  alked  any  office  from 
Mr.  Pitt.  Why  may  he  not  render  equal  fer- 
vices  to  the  country  under  Mr.  Addington, 
with  equal  difinterellcdnefs?  It  is  a  peevifii 
and  a  rude  infmuation,  and  as  void  of  all  "  good 
tafte,"  as  any  language  of  Lord  Grenville's.* 
I  can  hardly  think  Mr.  Canning  faw  it  before 
it  was  in  print. 

The  P.  A.  with  a  moft  curious  felicity,  next 
complains  of  the  "  fevere  and  rigid  profcription 
applied  to  Lord  Grenville;"  in    Englifh,    that 
when   Mr.  Pitt  made  his   Lordfhip's  admiffion 
ihtfine  qua  non  of  the  negotiation,  Mr.  Adding- 
ton did  not  fubmit.     1  have  only  to  fay,  that  I 
know  not  of  one  member  of  his  LordOiip's  fa- 
mily, and   his  proj.ribed  connexions,  or  of  Mr. 
Pitt's   either,  who  u   not    prodigally  provided 
for  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  with  the  fmglc 
exception  of  poor  Lord  Temple,  who  therefore 
alone,  of  all  his  race,  can,  with  much  propriety, 
cry  aloud  for  places.     I  know  not  of  another  ex- 
ception,  from  the  great  Leviathan  in  the   Ex- 
chequer,   to  the  little  Nautilus  in  the  Cuflom- 
houfe. 

If  I  have  been   guilty  of  any  error  or  mifrc- 
prefentation,  in  calling  this  profcrikdi^mWy  '*  in«- 

*  P.  A.  p.  31. 
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f.jtiable"  in  its  appetency  for  places  and  cmolu- 
mcnrs,  I  fliall  fubmit  implicitly  to  any  cenfurethc 
public  may  pronounce  ;  but,  in  the  mean  timc» 
let  the  P.  A.  learn  to  refpecfl  the  nepotifm  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  which  all  my  malice  had  fuffered  to 
reft  in  oblivion ! 

Before  I  conclude  thcfe  pages,  I  would  offer 
an  apology  for  oneexprelTion  of  mine,  if  I  thought 
it  polTible  for  the  great  mind  of  Mr.  Fox  to  have 
been  afFcded  by  it. 

What  1  have  faid,  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
indifpenfablc  in  a  difcourfe  upon  the  ftate  of 
parties ;  nor  can  I  recall  it.  My  opinion  was 
honeft  and  fmcere ;  nor  is  it  ftaggered  by  the 
paix-fourree^  between  him  and  the  Windhams  ; 
nor  would  it  be  fo,  although  Mr.  Pitt  were  to 
become  an  accejjwi  to  the  confederates.  No- 
thing, however,  but  wilful  dullnefs,  added  to  in- 
vincible malevolence,  could  have  found  any  illi- 
beral imputation  in  the  opinion  1  have  delivered, 
or  have  made  it  necclTary  for  me  to  explain  it.  I 
am  as  far  from  fufpecting  Mr.  Fox  of  a  finglc 
dilhonourable  adion,  or  difhonourable  thought, 
as  any  gentleman  in  England.  I  had  no  allufion 
to  any  connexion  or  favour  at  the  French  Court, 
from  which  1  think  him  as  far  removed  as  any 
one  of  the  King's  Miniflers;  but  I  think  him 
pledged  to  fo  many  ralh  and  dangerous  meafures, 
fuch  as  the  Catholic  queftion,  the  repeal  of  the 
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Tefls,  the  abolition  of  the  Slnvc  Trade,  and  the 
Reform  of  Parliament,  that  it  is  impofliblc,  in 
the  prefent  fi.ire  of  the  monarchy,  to  anticipate 
the  dirccftion  of  affairs  committed  to  his  hands. 
It  will  be  faid,  "  to  which  of  thcfe  innovations 
has  not  Mr.  Pitt  been  pledged  alfo?"  But  Mr. 
Fox  will  not  be  offended  wirh  ir.e,  if  I  fay  that 
the  cafes  are  not  equivalent,  for  bis  opinions  (at 
lead  I  think  I  have  obferved  fo)  are  his  principles, 
and  he  will  redeem  his  pledges,  if  he  is  able, 
which  may  not  be  done  uithout  extreme  hazard 
fhall  I  fay  ?  or  certain  ruin  of  the  monarchy  :  not 
certainly  (he  will  not  deny  it)  without  a  great 
convulfion  and  crific  of  the  conflitution. 

The  P.  Anfwerer  is  not  pleafed  to  confider  any 
ot  the  circumftances,  in  the  negotiation  for  Mr. 
Pitt's  return  to  office,  as  juftifying  fuch  an  ex- 
prelTion  as  "  a  fcramble  for  place."  The  confcdions 
of  Lord  Temple  have  no  effedl:  upon  him.  Mr. 
Canning  cries  **  rricn  not  meafures"  in  vain!! 
I  have  not  therefore  the  vanity  of  afpiring  to  con- 
vince him.  That  Mr.  Pitt  fees  fome  dano-er, 
or  feels  fome  difguft  at  fome  parts  and  in  fome 
quarters,  where  xhh  fcramble  is  VQvy  evident  even 
to  diftant  obfervers,  I  have  better  hope:  al- 
though, impcrfecfl  and  precarious,  his  coalition 
with  the  Grenvilles,  and  the  Ex-war-fa^ion^ 
has  already  plunged  him  into  difficulties,  from 
which,   without   much   time,  patience,  and  ad- 
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drefs,  he  cannot  eafily  be  extricated.  The  very 
firft  ftep  in  which  they  engaged  him,  is  endlefs 
error  and  irremeable  perplexity. 

The  P.  A.  talks  of  "  a  fhort  turn;"  but  was 
there  ever  turn  fo  fhort,  fo  fudden  and  abrupt, 
as  that  which  fet  his  face  againft  Mr.  Adding- 
TON,  which  made  him  commence  with  impeach- 
ment, an  oppofuion  to  the  Minifters,  with  whom 
he  had  divided  upon  ^'yfrvqueftion?  which  placed 
him  in  the  ranks  of  the  Windhams  and  Gren- 
viLiEs,  againft  whom  he  had  conftantly  defended 
them  ?  Was  not  this  turn  fo  (horc,  as  to  throii^ 
afide  from  him  the  very  fkirts  of  public  princi- 
ple, and  expofe  the  naked  deformity  of  his  am- 
bition? Is  it  not  this  turn  which  has  fet  him  fo 
low,  that  he  may  be  feen  confidently  beckoned 
over  the  Houfe  to  clofe  one  of  the  fides  of  Mr. 
Fox,  while  Mr.  Windham  occupies  the  other? 
Sublime  fpedlacle  of  virtue,  difintereftednefs,  and 
public  fpirit !  How  impofing,  to  ufe  its  own 
enero^etic  language,  will  be  the  attitude  of  the 
people's  majefty,  between  its  anti-jacobin  fup- 
porters ! 

Is  it  the  language  of  animofity,  to  call  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  before  he  palTes, 
to  arreft  his  mofl  dangerous  courfe,  and  remind 
him  of  his  better  fame?  Is  it  enmity  that  warns 
him  from  the  opprobious  pod  he  holds,  detrador 
of  the  Minifters,  whom  he  dares  not  but  to  fup- 
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port — fellow-labourer  with  an  oppofition,  he  de- 
tells  and  fears!     Let  him  not  think  that 

"  Going  back  were  tedious  as  going  o'er," 

but  make  hafte, 

Revocare  gradiim  fuperafque  evaieread  anras. 

He  will  not  be  an  accefjion  to  Mr.  Adding- 
TON's  adminiftration !  Does  he  hope  then  to  pre- 
fide  over  Mr.  Fox,  or  even  Mr.  Windham  and 
Lord  Grenville  ? 

One  gentleman*  tells  me  there  is  but  one  point 
of  difference  between  this  noble  Lord,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman — a  trifle — a  non- 
fenfe — a  nothing. — Only  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  Peace  and  War — not  worth  thinking  of! 
"  They  are,"  he  fays, 

"  Lac  in  re  fcilicet  i^na 
Multum  diffimiles,  at  cetera  p^ne  gemslli." 

But  is  he  quite  furc  that  there  are  no  other 
toys,  no  newer  playthings,  about  which  thefe 
little  twins  are  in  the  habit  of  falling  out?  that 
they  are  not  only 

Concordes  animse  nunc  et  dum  nolle  prementur? 

I  confefs  I  fhould  confider  them  as  no  favour- 
able fign  in  the  political  Zodiac,  and  if  they 
muft  rife  together,  I  rather  apprehend 

quantum  inter  fe  belluin 

Qoint  iS  acies  ftragenaque  ciebunt! 

*  Brief  Anf.  p.  ^3. 

G  Has 


Has  any  important  point  in  the  P.  Anfwerer 
efcaped  me  ?  have  I  omitted  to  repel  any  falfe  al- 
legation ?  If  I  have  impofed  lilence  upon  myfelf 
in  one  or  two  inftances,  fuch  as  the  mifdirec^ion 
of  our  army  to  the  liege  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  nego- 
tiations at  Lifle,  upon  which  that  writer  has  impru- 
dently taken  up  the  gauntlet,  it  is  not  to  be  impu- 
ted to  any  other  motive  than  my  perfed:  fatisfadion 
that  the  univerfal  opinion  of  the  public  is  with  me 
already,  and  that  all  confirmation  were  fupeiflu- 
ous.  Have  I  given  any  falfc  colours,  or  dirtortcd 
features,  to  the  diftinguiflied  characfters  involved 
in  the  fubjedl  of  my  difcuflion?  **  To  all,"  re- 
plies the  P.  Anfwerer,  "  you  have  mifreprefented 
and  calumniated  them  all — have  I  not  proved  it 
\n  my  ft/ le  page  f"'  Let  us  fee  then  how  he  has 
prefcnted  his  own  hero,  upon  his  own  canvas; 
Avith  what  gracious  tints  he  has  decked  out  the 
god  of  his  idolatry !  We  will  take  the  tour  of 
the  gallery,  and  contemplate  the  portraits  of  the 
mailer  from  his  ownfchool. 

Here  you  behold  him  drawn  in  the  ad  of  refig- 
nation,  not  upon  fome  folenin  caufe,  nor  with 
dignity  in  the  manner,  but  in  a  pcevifn  fit,  and 
with  a  fretful  air,  for  a  icyj  words  and  circum- 
jjances^  about  no  matter  what*.  Here  he  is  pour- 
traycd,  making  gracious  offers  to  his  Sovereign  to 
remain  in  ofiice  (in  fpitc  of  the  circumjiances ,v^\\k\\ 
made  it  "  inconfiftent  with  his  duty  and  his  ho- 

3  nour 
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nour  to  remain'**)  until  the  country  fliould  be 
relieved  from  its  mofl  prefling  difficulties,  which 
had  no  exiftence !  which  I  invented  two  years  and 
a  half  afterwards! — There,  he  feleds  a  fuccelTorf 
difqualified  "  by  the  habits  of  his  life,"  while  he 
pledges  himfelf  to  an  afTemblcd  Senate  for  his 
qualification  and  fufficiency! — In  this  pidurc  he 
is  {hewn  in  the  adl  of  promifing  conftant,  adlive 
and  zealous  fupport  upon  three  myflical  condi- 
tions.:!:— In  its  companion  you  behold  him  con- 
fulting  thecafuifts,in  order  lo  demonftrate  that  no 
condition  ought  to  bind  him.^  Next  we  are  fnewn 
him  embarking,  without  a  fcruple,  the  whole  of 
the  public  fortune  in  the  good  (hip,  which  God 
preferve;  and  immediately  after  we  behold  him 
refufing  to  trufl:  his  own  private  ventufeon  board 
her.  [I  In  the  oppofite  frame  he  is  painted  with 
fcowling  brows,  "  dilTatisfied  and  difapproving 
of  the  condu(fl"5  of  one  of  his  dependents;  and 
Oh  fhame  !  Oh  falling  off  indeed!  His  depend- 
ent "  difapproving  and  dilTatisfied  with  him !" 

Again,  he  is  reprefented  in  humble  attitude, 
receiving  the  "foolifh  and  infulting  propolition** 
from  Lord  Melville, and  meekly  liftening  to  the 
"  didlation"tt  ^^  the  imperious  Mr.  Addington; 
but  in  the  next  frame  youobferve  him  arrogantly 
demanding  from  his  Sovereign  the  power  of  no- 

*P.  A.  p.7.  tP.  A.p.8.  +  P.  A.  p.  17. 

§  Brief  A.  p.  1 8.  |1  P.  A.  29.  5  P.  A.  p.  42,  43. 

**P.A.  p.24.  +tP.  A.p.  51. 
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minating  every  counfellor   in  whom  it  may  be 
lawful  for  His  Majefly  to  confide.  * 

Now  he  is  Ikerched  in  the  ad:  of  rejoicing  aC 
difappointment,  and  feeling  "  relief  "f  in  mifcar- 
riage;  now  heiiiating,  whether  to  be  the  colleague 
or  the  impcacher  of  his  brother  and  his  friend  ; — 
in  the  third  pannel  you  fee  him  moving  the  fa- 
mous order  of  the  day.  The  "  tendernefs"  J  of 
his  expreilion  is  commonly  admired,  but  the  vir^ 
iuofi  difcover  fomcthingy^ruiWr  in  his  fmile. 

We  have  pafTed  by  two  or  three  hiflory  pieces 
in  the  ante-room.  In  the  firft  you  difcover 
him  fending  out  a  mighty  fleet  without  inftruc- 
tions  to  fight,  and  "  extorling"  §  from  Denmark 
the  right  of  repairing  her  frigate  in  the  dock  of 
PortfmoutM  In  the  fecond  he  is  concealing  fa- 
vourable intelligence  from  his  own  officers  in 
EgyptJ. 

Next  he  appears  fealinga  difpatch  which  caAjfes 
the  events  you  obfervc  defigned  in  the  background 
: — the  rupture  of  a  treaty,  and  the  maffacre  of  an 
unarmed  hoft  !^  In  the  pendant  to  this  picture  he 
is  lhev\  n  laughing  at  his  miftake,and  hugging  him- 
fel  f  that  it  was  a  mere  qucftion  of  pohcy  1  **  Upon 
a  fifth  pannel  he  is  reprefcnted  triumphing  for  the 
vidorious  battles  of  Copenhagen  and  Alexandria, 

•P.  A.  p.  25.  tP.  A.p.  51,  JP.  A.  p.  22and5> 
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becaufe  he  refigncd  fo  many  weeks  before  they 
were  fought.*  The  flave  who,  according  to  the 
antient  Roman  cuftom,t  ftands  in  the  car  with 
him,  I  take  for  granted,  is  the  Flam  Anfwererl 

It  is  full  time  to  quit  this  exhibition— I  am  no 
artift— a  mere  amateur !  and  it  was  I  think  unfair 
to  force  me  to  take  the  profile  of  Mr.  Windham. 
I  am  far  from  faying  ''Jam  pittore  anch'io  i'  but  I 
will  be  iudged  whether  from  my  malicious  pallet 
has  not  proceeded  a  more  flattering  refemblance 
than  can  be  found  in  the  beft  portraits  of  Mr.PiTT, 
the  chef-d'cEuvres  of  his  own  academicians  and 
aflbciates ! 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  I  have  trefpalTed  too 

long  upon  the  favour  and  attention  of  my  readers, 

and  I  haften  to  rcleafe  them.     The  perplexity  and 

danger  of  the  ftate  are  legible  to  the  dulleft  eye, 

the  difficulties  of  Government  are  alTemxbled  from 

every  quarter,  and  are  of  every  charadlerand  def- 

cription.  It  is  perhaps  fatisfadlory  to  hear  Mr.  Pitt 

announce, t  that  '*  Prance  cannot  fucceed;"  but 

we  mud  recoUedl  that  this  part  of  politics  is  not 

his  peculiar  department,  and  that  Bonaparte  is 

of  a  diiferent   opinion,  while  the  whole  world 

looks  on  with  doubt  and  anxiety.     It  were  to  be 

wilhed,  that  no  human  means  fliould  be  negleded 

*  P.  A.  46. 

+  According  to  the  antient  cuftom,  but  not  the  antient  mo- 

^^^'^^  Et/^-Conful 

Ne  plncent,  curru  Ccrvus  portatur  eodcm. 

+  P.  Anf.  in  fine,  ; 
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of  diminifhing  even  the  chances  of  the  fuccefs  of 
France.  Whether  undermining  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  in  the  abilities  of  the  King's  Mi- 
nifters,  at  aa  unh;ippy  moment  too,  wl.en  nothing 
very  fliort  of  a  revolution  could  replace  them ; 
whether  precipitating  irreverent  and  unfeeling 
enquiries,  and  attempting  to  undraw  the  curtains 
of  that  facred  couch,  before  which  the  affec- 
tions of  a  nation  kneel  with  trembling  hope 
and  awful  anxiety  ;  whether  decrying  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  public  force,  and  ridiculing  its  ex- 
ertion ;  whether  diflradlmg  the  Admiralty  with 
motions  of  enquiry,  while  the  enemy  perhaps  waits 
but  for  a  wind  to  allail  us ;  aad  whether  mon- 
flrous  leagues  of  difcordant  elements,  and  hoftile 
principles,  the  union  of  hatreds,  and  the  coali- 
tion of  antipathies,  be  better  calculated  to  effedl 
this  objedt,  than  fufpended  rivalry,  than  ambition 
facrificed  to  the  public  fafety,  than  the  firm  pha- 
lanx of  afFe(5lionate  unanimity  in  our  connrry's 
caufe — I  fubmit  to  the  confcientious  coufideratioa 
of  all  our  parties ! 

London^ 
March  9th,  1804, 


ERRATA. 
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the  Year  1775,  b/  the  Irue  Mrs.  Boivdler,  neatly  punted  in  crown  Svo.  5s. 

21.  Poems  and  f^ssays,  by  the  late  Miss  Bowdler  ;  to  which  is  first 
added.  An  Essay  on  tlie  Duties  and  Advantages  of  Sicitncss ;  beautifully 
primed,  and  an  elegant  En^ravng  of  tlu;  Author,  11.  Is.  boards. 

29.  Essays  on  the  Happiness  of  the  Life  to  Conic,  3s.  6d.  spwcd. 

23.  The  Cheap  Repnsuory  Trr.cts — the  genuine  new  corrected  Edi- 
tion, by  Mrs.  H.  More,  3  vols.  13s.  6d. 

2-v.  Elements  of  Chri'.rian Theology,  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
2  vols.  Third  Edition,  IGs.  boards. 

25.  History  the  Interpreter  of  Prophecv ;  or,  a  View  of  Scripture 
Prophecies,  &c.  &c.     By  Henry  Kett,  B.  D.  2  vols.  Th;rd  Edition,   14s. 

2fi.  A  Serious  Call  to  a  Devout  and  Holy  Life;  nbridjed  from  tlic  ori- 
ginal Work  of  the  Rev.  W.  Li-.w,  A.  M.  Third  Edition,  Is.  6d,  or  16s. 
per  dozen. 

27.  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  present  House  of  Commons,  Is.  6d. 

28.  The  Inquiry,  a  Poem,  Part  I.  with  Notes,  neatly  printed  in  12mo. 
2s.  sewed. 

29.  Tl"e  Progress  of  the  Pilgrim  Good  Intent,  in  Jacobinical  Times. 
Eighth  Edition,  3s.  6d.  neatly  sewed. 

50.  A  Treatise  on  the-Fumtions  and  Duties  of  a  Const.ible;  contain- 
ing Heiails  and  Observations  i.itercsiing  to  the  Public,  as  they  relate  to 
the  Corruption  of  Morals,  and  the  Protection  of  the  peaceful  Subject 
against  penal  nd  criminal  Offences.     By  P.  Colquhoun,  Esq.  LL.D. 

51.  An  Account  of  Louisiana;  being  an  Abstract  of  Documents  de- 
livered in  or  transmitted  to  Mr.  Jc-,fF<jrson,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  bv  him  laid  before  Congress,  and  published  by  their  Order, 
ls.6d. 

32.  Britanmcus  to  Bncnaparte,  an  heroic  Epistle,  with  Notes.  By  H. 
Tresham,  Esq.  R.  A.    With  Frontispiece,  4s. 

S3.  Elements  of  Opposition,  2s.  6d. 

34.  An  Account  of  the  Native  Africans  in  the  N'?igh1)ourhood  of 
Siena  Leone ;  to  which  is  added,  an  Account  of  the  present  State  of 
Medicine  among  them.     By  Thomas  Wintcrbottom,  M.  D.  I'iiysiciao 

to  the  Colony. N.  B.  The  first  volume,  in  which  are  the  Maps  and  ' 

Plates,  m.aybehad  separate  from  the  second,  which  contains  the  mes- 
cal part  of  the  work.    The  price  of  the  first  volume  alone,  is  9s. 

55.  Speedily,  in  an  elegant  .quarto  volume,  to  harmonize  with  the 
Works,  the  Life  of  the  late  Sir  W.  Jones,  compiled  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Teignmouth. 

36  Ketlect  ons  on  the  Causes  of  the  War,  and  on  the  Conduct  of  Kii 
M^je..ly"s  Ministers,  2s.  6d. 

37.  Beflections  on  the  Rupture  with  France,  by  John  Adolphns.Esq. 
Sec.  3s.  fid. 

58.  Facts  and  Illustrations  relative  to  the  Milit.ary  Preparntion.^  car-, 
ried  on  in  France,  in  the  intcival  between  the  Conclusion  of  the 'i  reaty 
of  Amiens,  and  tiie  Commencement  of  the  present  War.  TraniLited 
from  the  trench  of  Sir  Francis  d'lvernois.  3s. 

*.)L*  J.  H.  has  likcv.-ise  constantly  on  Sale  an  extensive  A<iSortmcnt  of 
the  most  (generally  Ciieemed  Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Works,  as 
\\  ell  as  all  the  popular  Pamphlets. 


